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Welcome to this first edition of 

our Alumni Newsletter! 

Welcome to the first Fearnhill School Alumni 

newsletter.  We hope it finds you well in these 

difficult times.   

We are keen to have more of a conversation with 

our alumni and relish telling you about our exciting 

educational developments.  We are enjoying 

hearing from many of you about how being at 

Fearnhill School shaped your outlook and helped 

your careers.   

The growing number of you who are supporting us, 

in any way you can, is something that is hugely 

appreciated by the school.   

The last 18 months have been challenging, but we 

have continued to teach throughout the pandemic, 

whether face to face or remotely, determined to 

give our current students a great education with as 

many of the opportunities that you had, and more, 

as possible.   

Hoping you and yours stay safe and well.   
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How the pandemic 
proved our resilience 

I don’t think any of us could 
have foreseen the last 18 
months.  If you’d have told 
me, in February 2020, that 
our school drama trip to 
Tring would be the last of 
the year, or that teachers 
would be learning how to 
use Zoom, Google Meet and 
Microsoft Teams as part of 
their everyday teaching, I 
would have snorted in 
derision.   

But here we are.  July 2021.  
And thankfully, we’ve been 
back to face-to-face teaching 
for a while.  And how lovely 
it’s been to see the children 
again (they are universally 
pleased to be back in 
school!).   

When the government made 
their announcement in 
March last year that not only 
would schools be closed 
across the country, but that 
GCSE and A Level exams 
would not take place either, 
our priority was to reassure 
our students that we would 
do everything in our power 
to keep them safe and make 
sure their education 
continued with minimal 
disruption.   

And that’s exactly what we 
did.   

We remained open to 
children of key workers and 
our vulnerable learners.  We 
continued to provide free 
school meals to those 
families who are entitled to 
them (the number of which 
has sadly, but 
understandably increased 
over the last year).  We 
checked in with each and 
every child every day, either 
virtually, on the phone, or in 
person.  We set up YouTube 
channels for each subject so 
that students could access 
recordings of live lessons 
(some teachers took to 
YouTube stardom more 
readily than others!).   

What has really impressed 
us is how adaptable our 
young people have been.   

They absolutely rose to the 

challenge of home learning 
and have shown us what it 
really means to be resilient.   

Of course, things aren’t 
completely back to ‘normal’ 
just yet, so we are still using 
our YouTube channels to 
share our school assemblies, 
promote the school during 
what would have been the 
annual open evening event 
and, just this month, to 
introduce our new cohort of 
young learners to staff and 
faculties at Fearnhill.   

As I’m sure you’ve read in 
the national press, the 
pandemic has also starkly 
highlighted the gap between 
the wealthiest and poorest 
families.  Many of our 
students didn’t have access 
to a computer at home, or 
had to share one between 
the whole family (quite 
tricky if both parents and 
other siblings are also trying 
to work from home).  We 
continue to work to break 
down such barriers to 
learning. If nothing else, 
this pandemic has reminded 
us how important education 
is for our young people, and 
that the opportunity for 
them to learn alongside their 
peers is  a vital part of their 
growth. We will continue to 
strive to give them all this 
opportunity, in a safe and 
enriching environment. 

“our priority was to 
reassure our students” 

“YouTube channels for 
each subject” 

“the gap between the 
wealthiest and the 

poorest” 
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Balliol Gregson 
Teacher 

Scholarship—our 
new partnership 

with Oxford 
University  

You have probably read the 
headlines about the 
demographic of the average 
Oxbridge undergraduate.   

The Sutton Trust (a social 
mobility charity) found that 
high-achieving independent 
school pupils were twice as 
likely as state school pupils 
to apply to Oxford and 
Cambridge.  And while just 
7% of all UK pupils attend 
private schools, 42% of 
Oxbridge places go to 
private school pupils.   

Well, Oxford University are 
actively trying to do 
something about this 
imbalance through their 
Teacher Scholarship 
programmes, the first of 
which was established by a 
gift from the late Sir Peter 
Gregson.  We at Fearnhill 

have partnered up with 
Balliol College who have 
provided financial support, 
access to Balliol tutors and 
additional academic support 
for students as well as 
priority access to the 
College’s outreach events.  

The funding releases 
teacher time, allowing the 
Scholarship holder to 
develop a programme of 
support for able students, 
inside and outside the 
classroom, and so help them 
realise their potential.  

Three years of funding 
enables the programme to 
be introduced, refined and 
embedded. The Scholarship 
also provides professional 
development opportunities 
by pairing teachers with 
Balliol tutors in their 
subject.  

Although still in its infancy, 
the scholarship has 
kickstarted our Fearnhill 

Flyers programme, which 
aims to raise the aspirations 
(and attainment) of our high 
attaining pupils, particularly 
those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds or 
underrepresented groups.   

And we’ve had a lot of 
success already, with 
students engaging in our 
‘Super 
Curriculum’ (learning 
challenges outside the 
classroom), taking part in 
academic competitions, 
enjoying exclusive online 
sessions with Oxford 
professors, to name but a 
few.   

You can read about our 
Sixth Form success in our 
‘Celebrating Our Sixth 
Form’ article.   

“independent school 
pupils are twice as 

likely as state school 
pupils to apply to 

Oxford and 
Cambridge” 

Pravai Osman, Outreach Officer, Balliol  

“a programme of 
support for able 

students” 

“exclusive online 
sessions with Oxford 

professors” 
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An interview with 

Alumni actor Claire 

Rushbrook 

We are so fortunate to have 

Claire Rushbrook as part of 

our Fearnhill family.  Since 

leaving Fearnhill school in 

1989, Claire has gone on to 

grace our TV screens in 

shows such as Death in 

Paradise, Great 

Expectations, Doctor Who 

and in cinema blockbusters 

Spiderman and Enola 

Holmes to name but a few.  

Here, she kindly shares her 

memories of school with us:   

What did you do 

immediately after leaving 

school?   

I left Fearnhill in 1989 and 

that Autumn started a three 

year degree (BA HONS in 

Theatre Art) at ROSE 

BRUFORD SCHOOL OF 

SPEECH AND DRAMA . 

If you could change 

anything about your time at 

school what would it be?   

If I had to go back , I don’t 

think I’d change anything! 

All of the experiences , 

good and bad , helped to 

make me the person I am. 

 

Do you remember any 

teachers particularly 

fondly?   

It’s hard to pick out a 

favourite teacher!  I really 

enjoyed History - and Mr 

Green and then Mr 

Husbands for A Level, were 

both inspirational. I 

remember Mr Green taught 

with great humour .  And 

Mr Husbands really inspired 

me to explore the subject 

with genuine interest and 

enthusiasm.   

 

Then Mrs Wilkins for 

English really talked to us, 

and taught us, as young 

adults - sharing her passion 

for the subject and theatre 

too.  She definitely 

encouraged and inspired 

me. 

 

Were there any subjects you 

found tricky?   

I found Maths 

challenging.  When I joined 

the school I was in the class 

that found the subject easier 

(‘top set’ or today’s 

equivalent).  I remember 

really struggling in that 

group and feeling relieved 

to be moved to one that took 

things at a more supportive 

pace. I also struggled with 

concentrating during Maths 

(and still do!), but with 

perseverance and a lot of 

support, managed to get the 

exam grade I needed 

(eventually!). 

 

What do you remember 

most about Fearnhill?   

I’ll always remember and 

think fondly of the space 

that the school has outdoors. 

Its position on the edge of 

town and the feeling of 

openness. I enjoyed all the 

team sports we played out 

on the field and remember 

enjoying the outdoor areas 

during break time very 

much.  It’s a real part of my 

sense memory of my time at 

“I don’t think I’d 
change anything!” 

“I’ll always think 
fondly of the space the 
school has outdoors” 
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the school. 

I’ll always remember the 

school productions that the 

drama department 

encouraged us to be a part 

of. There was great 

enthusiasm for appearing on 

stage, as well as many of the 

backstage roles that were 

just as good to be a part of - 

lighting, costume, making 

props, etc. And they were 

always well supported by 

parents and friends. 

 

How do you think your old 

teachers would describe 

you?   

If my teachers were to 

describe me to you, I think 

they’d use words 

like  ‘friendly, helpful, but 

occasionally chatty!’ 

 

What achievements at 

school are you proud of?   

I’m proud of how I made 

new friends at the school, 

especially as when I first 

started it seemed so big, and 

with so many students 

compared to the small 

primary and middle schools 

I’d attended.  It was nerve 

wracking, sometimes 

scary,  and it took time to 

find and make truly good 

friends. But they are there at 

the school, and you will find 

each other ! 

 

What advice would you give 

to our young people today?   

My advice, if you do find 

yourself struggling at 

school, is to try your best to 

talk to someone about it. 

Your parents or carers, a 

friend, a classmate who you 

think might be kind and 

understanding, and don’t 

forget the teachers. Even if 

you think your problem is 

too big, or silly, or you’ll 

get into trouble, or make 

someone else get into 

trouble, there will be an 

adult or teacher at school 

who can listen to you, and 

who can help.  You can 

write them a note if you 

don’t want to talk.  It’s part 

of their job to help you, and 

they like helping you! 

Any final messages?   

Aim high. If you have a 

plan, or dream, or even just 

a feeling, that you’d like to 

one day do something ‘out 

of the ordinary’, either as a 

job, or as just an interest; 

something that perhaps no 

one you know has done, or 

nobody else wants to do, or 

thinks you CAN do - find 

out how to do it, and try!!! 

See if you can find out how 

other people managed it. So 

you have positive examples 

of it being achievable, and 

proof that it can be done !! 

It’s the best feeling doing 

something you love as a job 

or hobby. It might be harder 

taking that road ...but... 

go for it!  

In Doctor Who 
At the BAFTAs 

“friendly, helpful, but 
occasionally chatty!” 

“Aim high” 
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Celebrating our 
Sixth Form 

Our Sixth Form at Fearnhill 
School continues to go from 
strength to strength.   

This year, we had almost 
twice as many applications 
as last year, which is great 
news.   

Nationally, our A Level 
results continue to put us 
within the top 25% of the 
country, with most of our 
Year 13 students choosing to  
continue their academic 
career at university.   

And they are aiming high!  
This year, over 80% of our 
Sixth Formers applied to 
Russell Group universities, 
including Oxford and 
Cambridge.   

We are very proud of the 
oldest members of our 
student body, who continue 
to show us just what they are 
capable of in a very trying 
18 months of disrupted 
schooling.   

As part of our commitment 
to them, and in recognition 
of the importance of Sixth 
Form learning (both in 
terms of an aspirational 
destination for our youngest 
students and a stimulating 
learning environment for 
those preparing to take their 
first steps out in the big 
wide world), we will be 
refurbishing the Sixth Form 
Coffee Shop during the 
summer break.   

 

The refurbishment will see a 
dedicated dining area, 
hotdesk/workspace, and 
relaxation zone with new 
furniture throughout.  The 
colours were chosen in 
consultation with the 
Prefect Body, and we were 
very pleased to see they 
have chosen a tasteful and 
timeless palette of grey, 
green and natural wood.   

We are looking forward to 
welcoming our current Year 
11 students back as brand 
new Sixth Formers and 
hope that both year groups 
feel suitably inspired to rise 
to the challenge of A Levels.   

“almost twice as many 
applications as last 

year” 

“over 80% applied to 
Russell Group 
universities” 

“refurbishing the Sixth 
Form Coffee Shop” 
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Blast from the 
past—Rick 
Shepperson 
remembers 
Letchworth 

Grammar School  

You may or may not be 
aware that Fearnhill 
School’s origins lie in 
Letchworth Grammar 
School, which moved to the 
site in 1976 after the former 
site closed in July of that 
year.   

Earlier this year, Rick 
Shepperson contacted us to 
share his memories of his 
time at LGS way back 
(sorry, Rick!) in the 1960’s:   

It was late summer 1963, 
just after ‘She Loves You’ 
became The Beatles’ first #1 
and shortly before the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy, when I set off for 
Letchworth Grammar 

School. Arriving in Miss 
Exton’s class (1N) with 
some friends from my 
junior school and lots of 
new friends-to-be, we 
embarked on seven years 
that saw us grow from 
childhood to early 
adulthood. 

The early years were fairly 
traditional, but later two 
very significant new 
members of staff were 
appointed. In September 
1967, Eric Macfarlane took 
up his post as Headmaster. 
He was relatively young and 
definitely progressive. One 
year later, as we entered the 
6th Form, John Jordan 
began his long tenure as 
Head of PE. He too was a 
modern-thinking teacher. 
More of them later. 

During the early years the 
lessons were formal and we 
followed a standard 
curriculum, but Latin was 
new to us all. PE and sport 
was seen as essential and 
important. There was a 
gym, the playground and 
onsite tennis courts; the 
playing fields (a housing 
estate now) were a short 
walk away, just off Spring 
Road. Mixed PE was 
unheard of; even the 
playground was originally 
divided into boys at one end 
and girls at the other. Music 
lessons were very 
traditional with little or no 

consideration given to the 
burgeoning popular music 
scene that was exploding in 
society. I remember we all 
had to choose a hymn to 
sing, solo so that our 
potential could be 
monitored. ‘Glad that I live 
am I’ was the shortest hymn 
in the book, making it a 
popular choice with almost 
all of us. 

Pastorally, we were divided 
into three mixed houses: 
Gorst (yellow), Howard 
(blue) and Neville (red). 
Reports were hand-written 
in a book that followed us 
throughout our school lives. 
House competitions 
prevailed in most areas of 
school life. Corporal 
punishment was used, albeit 
sparingly by the staff. Some 
school Prefects physically 
bullied younger pupils, a 
trend we abolished when we 
later became Prefects. 

The academic pace was 
brisk and most of us were 
entered one year early for 
GCE O-Level English and 

U15 XI Cricket (1967)  

1st XI Football (1970)  “we all had to choose a 
hymn to sing solo” 
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maths. My interest laid in 
maths and science, spurred 
partly by the excitement of 
the unfolding Space Race 
between the USA and the 
USSR. Other significant 
events for me in the outside 
world included the football 
World Cup in 1966, cricket 
tours by Australia and West 
Indies, the Olympics of 1964 
and 1968, the Swinging 
Sixties with its previously-
mentioned popular music 
scene - and the Vietnam War 
that appeared on our 
television news every 
evening. 

With a decent set of O-Level 
results behind me, I entered 
the 6th Form to begin my A-
Level studies in biology, 
chemistry and maths. All 

concern for many of us 
when we first arrived was 
the prospect of having to 
play rugby. I had played 
football at junior school and 
was disappointed that this 
wouldn’t continue. 
Nevertheless, I managed to 
secure a place in the U12 
and U13 rugby XVs. Being 
dropped form the U14 XV, 
however, was a traumatic 
experience. Fortunately, my 
cricket skills were good 
enough to keep me in the 
sporting eyes of my peers. 
As captain of the U15 XI, I 
was happy to lead a team of 
fine young players and we 
returned an impressive set of 
results during the 1967 
season. 

Another new initiative was 
launched at the start of our 
5th Year (Yr 11). Several 
senior schools in the 
Baldock, Letchworth and 
Hitchin area agreed to 
timetable PE on Wednesday 
afternoons, enabling a wider 
variety of activities to be 
offered to us on various 

went well initially but the 
requirement for more 
rigorous individual 
learning and research at 
this level began to cause 
me problems. My teachers 
(Mr McGregor, biology; 
Mr Leonard, chemistry; 
Mr Bentley, maths) tried 
hard to help and motivate 
me but I was becoming 
something of a lost cause. 
This is where Mr 
Macfarlane and Mr Jordan 
stepped in to offer me a 
radical new opportunity. 

Having under-performed 
in my A-Level mock 
exams, I was clearly not 
heading for an ‘expected’ 
career (law, medicine, 
banking..) and, much as I 
loved my sport, I wasn’t 
good enough to pursue a 
career as a professional 
cricketer or footballer. Mr 
Jordan suggested that PE 
teaching could offer me a 
chance to put my sporting 
interests to good use. He 
proposed an idea to Mr 
Macfarlane that I use my 
spare timetable time to 
assist with the PE lessons 
for younger boys. The idea 
was approved and I spent 
the best part of two terms 
contributing to football 
and cricket lessons. I loved 
it; it worked well and I felt 
I had found my calling. 

Some thoughts and 
recollections about LGS 
sport at that time. A major 

Later maths teaching (2009)  

Early PE teaching (1975)  

“the Vietnam War 
appeared on our 

television news every 
evening” 

“I loved it; I had found 
my calling” 
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school sites. Football was 
back on the winter agenda 
and I travelled to Knights 
Templar School in Baldock to 
learn and play alongside other 
boys from the North Herts 
area. 

 

Mr Jordan arrived in 
September 1968, at the start 
of our 6th Form years. One of 
his early initiatives was a 
proposal to introduce football 
to LGS, considered heresy by 
the ‘we are a rugby school’ 
traditionalists. However, Mr 
Macfarlane agreed and in our 
U6 year we played school 
rugby matches in the Winter 
Term and football matches in 
the Spring Term. The fear of 
‘falling between two stools’ 
was averted as we performed 
well throughout. 

Our final season of cricket 
was also successful. We had 

called Tuesday’s Children 
and they went down a storm! 

And so my LGS days came 
to an end and I set off for the 
summer holidays, including 
a visit to the Isle of Wight 
Music Festival, before 
starting my three-year 
teacher training course at the 
College of SS Mark and 
John in Chelsea. 

After qualifying, I taught PE 
for fifteen years in three 
comprehensive schools, 
before undertaking a one-
year re-training course to 
teach maths. I then taught 
GCSE and A-Level maths 
for twenty-four years at an 
independent day/boarding 
school, where I was also 
able to coach cricket and 
rugby within a thriving 
sports fixture programme. It 
was a most enjoyable and 
rewarding two-stage career, 
thanks in no small part to Mr 
Jordan and Mr Macfarlane. 

 

Rick Shepperson – 2021 

developed a healthy fixture 
list, for which we practised 
hard. Having made my 1st 
XI debut as an U15, this 
was my fourth year 
playing at that level. I have 
fond memories of the 
players, the matches and 
the good weather of that 
1970 summer.  

Despite my lack of 
academic rigour, I was 
appointed Deputy Head 
Boy for my final year, one 
of the four Senior Prefects. 
We were given 
unprecedented 
responsibility (at that time) 
for the running of the 
school, thanks to Mr 
Macfarlane’s ‘breath of 
fresh air’ approach. One of 
my responsibilities was 6th 
Form Social Secretary, 
where I was able to bring 
my love of popular music 
to bear.  

We organised a 6th Form 
Dance (I don’t think the 
word ‘gig’ had yet been 
coined!). Rather 
ambitiously I tried to book 
Fleetwood Mac to perform 
in the LGS assembly hall. 
Given that ‘Albatross’ was 
#1 in the charts at that 
time, their stock was 
rocketing, the £1000 per 
night was somewhat 
beyond our budget! 
Instead, we booked a band 

Now a Grandad (2021)  

“I tried to book Fleetwood 
Mac to perform in the 
LGS assembly hall” 
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How you can give back to your Alma Mater 

We are always delighted to hear from former Fearnhill students.  You can bring 
a great deal to the experience of our current cohort by sharing your memories, 
time, skills or even by making a donation to our school fund, to keep 
improving the facilities we can offer the young people of Letchworth.   

If you would like to learn more about how to support the school, or just say 
hello and join our community, drop an email to admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 
and put ‘Alumni’ in the subject line.   

We look forward to hearing from you.   


