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Fearnfile - out every two weeks! 

 
Busy Times 
    
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Welcome to this edition of Fearnfile. 

As always, there is a great deal to report 

about the different activities our students 

have been involved with. There is a partic-

ular emphasis on celebrations and new 

beginnings this week, as our Year 11 and 

13 students left us on 28th May, and Year 

9 finished their Key Stage 3 years and 

started their GCSE courses on return from 

the half term break. Teachers are current-

ly finalising the process for awarding 

GCSE, BTEC and A Level grades to our 

students and starting to plan for next 

year. We are also keen to welcome our 

new Year 7 in September, and plans for 

transition activities are well advanced. 

Of course we are keeping a close eye on 

the virus situation in case we cannot run 

our Transition Day as usual; we will keep 

everyone updated. 

 Despite the challenge of lockdown, 

you can read inside about the work expe-

rience via Zoom that a Year 10 student 

had, working alongside a physiotherapist. 

Other careers information, including Ms 

Balchin’s new lunchtime series of drop-in 

sessions where students can hear from 

people in different roles, is inside. Maths 

and badminton competitions 

feature; the house badminton 

tournament before half term  

 

  

was very successful. Year 10 science stu-

dents took part in an interactive work-

shop run by Oxford University on the 

chemistry of plastics. Fearnhill students 

in Year 8 have also shone in the UK 

Maths Challenge, as well as the 

Hertfordshire Challenge, where they 

have reached the grand final on 16th 

June. Well done to them! 

 The library is now open at lunchtime 

with safety measures in place, and it has 

been a huge pleasure to see students 

using this great space again. Full details 

are inside. What about those celebra-

tions? Take a look at the pictures and 

reports from Mr Turner and Mr Wakeling 

about the Year 9 end of key stage party, 

and Year 11’s last day. They were both 

lovely events. Looking ahead, we have 

the canteen’s next theme day menu – 

‘Paradise’, a seaside focus with fish and 

chips and ice cream. Wonderful. Sports 

Day will soon be upon us… 

Thank you as always for your support. 

  

 
 
 
 

Liz Ellis  
Headteacher 

 

Headteacher’s Message 

Inset Day 

Monday, 5th July 

Summer Term Ends 
for Students 

Wednesday, 21st July 
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Careers Corner 

Careers & Choices 
 

Before making decisions, you need to have a clear idea what you are 
looking for and what you would like to get out of the next move you 
make.  Finding out as much as you can about the available options and 
about jobs you are interested in can help you make the best decisions 
for you. 
https://www.servicesforyoungpeople.org/careers/info-on-jobs-and-

apprenticeships/careerometer/ 
 
Careerometer 
Use the Careerometer to find out key facts about jobs you might 
be interested in. 
Enter a job title, you can compare two jobs at a time… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any questions please see me. 

You might find this job in 
 Architectural & related 

 Services to buildings 

 Membership organisations 

You might find this job in 
 Construction 

 Specialised construction 

 Civil engineering 
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Preparing for Your Future 
 

During these challenging times that we find ourselves in, it is even more important that you are fully equipped for 
your future career.  Whether that be in education, work or training, you need to start building your skills profile and 
be able to recognise your strengths and weaknesses giving examples of where you have demonstrated these.  
Knowing what personal skills and qualities an educational establishment or employer may want, and you being able 
to meet these, will stand you in good stead for your future.  The National Careers Service is a great website for sup-
porting you in all of the above and more.  Check it out... 
 
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
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COMING SOON Back to Your Future II - Wednesday 7th July - 4:00–6:00pm FREE Online Event - for Year 12 and 13  
    

Are you a student in Year 12/13? Unsure about the different routes available or looking for advice about how to 
prepare for entering university or apprenticeship now that you’ve completed your application? Come explore 
these with Aspire Higher and Get Back to Your Future!   
        

Got questions about apprenticeships, or university? Hear from different universities, professionals and current stu-
dents as they tell you what you need to know about each route and share their experiences and top tips to help 
you get the information you need!   
       

Talk to current students and get your questions answered in our live chat throughout the event. Take charge of 
your future by registering for this fantastic opportunity on the link below:  
Book your place now: https://bit.ly/3yBIgQY   

On Wednesday 16th June we will be hosting an Insight to 
Law event alongside Charles Russell Speechlys.  
 
Charles Russell Speechlys are a top 30 law firm head-
quartered in London with offices across the UK, Europe, 
Asia and the Middle East and revenues of £120 million. 
Over the course of the evening we will provide students 
with a really great insight into how a law firm works and 
makes money, the different departments they have, and 
an opportunity to talk with lots of different solicitors. 
 
Insight to Law:  
Wednesday 16th June, 5pm - 6pm  
An insight to law, their different departments and areas of 
work (including non law routes)  
Breakout rooms with solicitors in talking about different 
areas of law 
Client relationships and winning new business 
Workshops & interactive sessions 
Summer Work Experience opportunities! 
Open to students in Yr 10, 11, 12 & 13 
 
Application Link:  
https://www.research.net/r/CRS-Law 
 
Limited spaces so book soon to secure your place.  

Online Events 

  Ms Balchin 
Head of Careers, WRL & PSHE 

https://bit.ly/3yBIgQY
https://www.research.net/r/CRS-Law
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Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Month?  
Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular activities 
and you could find yourself nominated and crowned! 

Miss Straughn 
Head of PE 

Mrs Landsman 
Lead Teacher  Music (Shared) 

Mrs Clifton 
Lead Teacher Art 

Performing & Expressive Arts 

Students of the Month - May 
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PE Department News 

Miss Straughn 
Head of PE 

House Badminton Tournament 

The week  of our House Badminton Tournament, which took place just before half term, kicked off with an elec-

tric start from the Year 7 students and an all-time record of attendance from Pearsall form. The enthusiasm did-

n't stop there as all week the sports hall was packed with students eager to get onto the court! All games were 

timed with a mixture of singles and doubles ensuring all students had the opportunity to show their skills. We 

had overhead clears, great movement on the court and even some smash shots. Thank you to everyone who 

attended the tournament - players and spectators! I would like to thank in particular Daniel S, a Year 10 sports 

ambassador, who supported the organisation of the competition. 

 Very well done to Pearsall for coming 1st, with Gorst 2nd, Howard 3rd and Neville 4th. 
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Maths Department News 

Miss Williams 
Head of Maths 

Junior UK Maths Challenge Results 2021 

I am really pleased to announce the results of the Junior UK Maths Challenge that some 
of our Year 7 and 8 students took part in recently. This is a national challenge with only 
the top students in the country being awarded a certificate.  

Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded certificates: 

 

Best in School    Bronze Award 
Tarun Niranjanan  (Y8)     Jenson Harris (Y7) 
     Rajveer Kaur (Y8) 
Gold Award    Daniel King (Y8) 
Rhys Kendell  (Y8)   Millie Lamont (Y7) 
     Riley Mann (Y8) 
Silver Award    Callum Pattison (Y8)   
Elizabeth Mann  (Y8) 
Antoni Moryn (Y7) 
William Taft (Y8) 
 
Well done to the following students who also attempted the challenge and put their logic skills to the test: 

Year 7      Year 8  
Dylan Griffiths     Peter Brewer 
Michele Kalra    Isla Clifford 
Finley Rayner    Anaise Corrigan 
Taylor-Jane Rowell   Chloe Green 
Brooke Turner    Ashton Hart 
Andrzej Wrazidlo   Luke Kendell 
     Daniel Kitson 
     Bridget Mann 

Year 8 Follow Year 7 Into Final 

Year 8 students recently competed in the Herts for Learning Maths Challenge Heats. 
This competition see students compete in teams across four rounds to solve prob-
lems, recall facts and work together as a group to find solutions. We are delighted to 
say that our Year 8 team finished 6th out of 29 entries with a final score of 166. The 
fantastic achievement has resulted in the team qualifying for Grand Final. This will see 
our students pitted against some of the best students in Hertfordshire so we wish 
them luck in the final, which will occur on Wednesday 16th June. 

Congratulations to the students who got to the final: 

 Rhys Kendall 
 Elizabeth Mann 
 Riley Mann 
 Tarun Niranjanan Mr Philpot 

Second in Maths 
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Read to Succeed  

New Library Catalogue 

We have a new library catalogue called ‘Accessit’.  There are two 
ways in which students and staff can search the library catalogue: 
either by downloading the Accessit app from an Android or iPhone, 
or by using the website. 

The Accessit app looks like this in the Apple or Play Store. 

Once you have downloaded the app, scan the QR code to populate 

the details.  You can then click on the 3 

horizontal bar menu to fill in your 

username and password (see below for 

the details of your username and pass-

word). 

Students and staff  can also access the library catalogue using the website at http://www.tinyurl.com/

FHSAccessit or from the homepage of the school intranet.  

The website looks like this: 

http://www.tinyurl.com/FHSAccessit
http://www.tinyurl.com/FHSAccessit
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Please follow us on 

Mrs R Hunt 
Head of Library 

Don’t forget to follow Fearnhill School on  

Facebook or Twitter. 

Email us at  library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

Use the Search box to search the Library’s resources. 

To see your loans and reserve a book on loan to someone else, students and staff can login using their school 
email address as their username.  Your password is your date of birth in an 8 digit format with forward slashes 
e.g. 27/11/2009. 

You can also search the Library catalogue as a Guest, and email me your reservation request at: 

 library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

Library Reopening 

We are pleased to announce the 

reopening of the Library for 

browsing and borrowing at 

lunchtimes to year groups as fol-

lows: 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwixwZvnwPjaAhUJthQKHeaQDXcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ftwitter&psig=AOvVaw0mU8767Qh4gpDT_cSiWH7T&ust=1525951049673077
mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
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Farewell Year 11 

On Thursday 27th May the Year 11s celebrated their 

final day at school. They spent time in the morning with 

their tutors remembering their times at school and 

reading the letters they wrote to themselves when they 

started KS4. They then went outside to enjoy the sun-

shine and sign shirts before going back to their tutor 

rooms for pizza and drinks. 

After the break, they went into the school hall for the 

main event, their leaver's assembly. There were speech-

es from Mr Wakeling and the Year 11 form tutors. The 

highlight though was the fantastic visual presentations 

put together by Mr Wakeling and Ms Nunneley reminding the students of their time at Fearnhill. As always this 

was very emotional.  After the assembly the students slowly moved outside and said their reluctant goodbyes. 

Goodbye to the Class of 2021. Best of luck in the future. 
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Mr Wakeling 
Head of KS4 
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Year 9 Party 

Mr Turner 
Head of KS3 

Year 9! What a year group. Despite major disruption to their time in 

key stage 3 the students have continued to be a credit to them-

selves, their families and our whole community. To celebrate stu-

dents graduating to key stage 4 a party was held on the field on their 

last afternoon in KS3. Lots of different games were played, biscuits 

were eaten and some drinks enjoyed. Most importantly, some, dis-

covered whether they love or hate Dandelion and Burdock. 

When we were not playing, eating or pulling funny faces at D and B 

students celebrated each other's company and had the opportunity for a few photographs. Some of which you 

can see on this page. The forecast was set for clear sky and gorgeous sunshine so inevitably it drizzled lightly the 

whole time. Despite this, and as per usual, our Year 9s cracked on positively 

and we all had a brilliant afternoon.  

We wish all Year 9s lots of luck as they embark upon their important GCSE 

years. 
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On 27th May Year 10 science students and their teachers 
were joined by researchers and lecturers from Oxford uni-
versity for an interactive session on the chemistry of plastics. 
The researchers are working in the field of polymerisation 
(the process in which small molecules combine chemically to 
produce a very large chainlike or network molecule).  Our 
Year 10s explored the role and benefits of research into pol-

ymer synthesis and the use of Infra-Red spectroscopy in polymer research.  Not only was this a great chance for 
the students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of plastics it was also brilliant to meet scientists 
who are actually using in real life the knowledge and skills learned as part of the GCSE course.  The Year 10s also 
had the chance to ask 
some undergraduates 
about life at one of the 
world’s top universities 
and so start to have a think 
about what the future 
might hold. 
  
Thank you Balliol College 
for offering us the chance 
to part in one of their out-
reach programs. 

Fearnhill Flyers 

Mr Dewar 
Head of Science 

In this edition:   

Mr Dewar reports on the ‘Plastics from Another Perspective’ workshop which our 
Year 10s took part in. This was Oxford University's first ever ’Plastics from Another 
Perspective’ workshop and we are very proud to have been the first school to take 
part in this initiative which will be rolled out to other schools across the UK in the 
future.  There is also information on the latest Trinity Talks and how our students 
can access The Fearnhill Super Curriculum. 
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Miss Corbishley 
English Teacher 

Work Experience 

Daniel Goes to Work via Zoom! 

Daniel in Year 10 is contemplating a career in physiotherapy.  To find out more about 

how to become a physiotherapist and what the job entails Daniel took part in some 

work experience, but it was with a difference!  It was via Zoom.  Here's what he thought 

of the experience:  

‘Having the opportunity to speak to a physio, one on one during this difficult time to find 

work experience really benefited me. Jane (from Head to Toe Physio) and I spoke about 

the roles of a physio and the journey to get to being a physio which is what I aspire to be 

when I’m older. She also told me about the course and where she studied which was the university of Hertford-

shire which coincidently is the university I was looking at. Speaking to Jane opened my view of being a physio 

and the roles that come with it. It was great to get the opportunity to speak to a physio one on one  and some-

thing I will be able to add to my CV. ‘ 

Good luck Daniel!  We think you’ll be a great physio one day! 

Ms Balchin 
Head of Careers, WRL & PSHE 

Don't forget, if your son or daughter is con-

sidering applying to university to study science, then registra-

tion is still open for Oxford's Trinity Talk "The Future of  Plas-

tics - Environmental Challenges and Everyday Life" on 8th July.  

Starting at 4pm, this enrichment session focuses on why plas-

tics have become so important in our everyday lives and why 

their persistence is such a problem!  The start of the session 

will also include a discussion on the importance of super-

curricular engagement and financing university from the Trini-

ty College access team.  You can sign up here:  

https://oxford.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/trinity-talks-registration-

form-3 

You can of course watch all the Trinity Talks sessions as they 

are recorded and put onto the university's YouTube Channel.  

Just search on YouTube for Trinity College Oxford 'Beyond the Classroom'.   

The Fearnhill Super-Curriculum for each year group can be viewed on the school 

website here:  http://www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/student-fearnhill-flyers/  Make 

sure your son or daughter finds at least one challenge to complete before the sum-

mer holidays.   

https://oxford.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/trinity-talks-registration-form-3
https://oxford.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/trinity-talks-registration-form-3
http://www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/student-fearnhill-flyers/
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Summer Sports Clubs/Practices 

Please see the updated PE clubs/practices for Summer Term 2 starting Monday 14th June.  Students are still ad-
vised to attend at least one club a week but can attend as many as they wish!  Please continue to attend and for 
anyone who wants to join, just turn up on the day of the club you wish to attend. 
  
Please see the table below for details of the clubs/practices on offer for the remainder of the Summer term.  We 
look forward to seeing as many students there as possible.  Active body = active mind! 

Miss Straughn 
Head of PE 
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Student Support Centre 

Feeling Fed Up, Bored or Lacking Motivation? 

The good news is you're not alone! Pandemic-related restrictions 

have made it hard for us to get out and do many of the things we 

enjoy doing and it's not surprising that this can make us feel flat 

and unmotivated.  

To help support young people aged 11–16 years who are dealing 

with these feelings BBC Bitesize has published an article and short 

film outlining some top tips. The article and film are based on evidence-based guidance from researchers and cli-

nicians reported in a research briefing published by the Co-RAY project, part of the Emerging Minds Network. 

To access the  Bitesize page to watch the video just click on the following link: 
.https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztrx7yc  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztrx7yc


Cooks Corner 

Mrs Price 
Catering Manager 
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Mrs Burgess 
Student Support Centre 

After the success of Fearnhill Food Hall’s American theme day last half term we are pleased to announce that our 
next one will be held on Friday 18th June.   
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Wanted! 

From Year 11 students 

We need your old school  

uniform and PE kit! 

We would be very grateful 

for your donations.  These 

will be used for lending out 

to students. 

Please leave your donations 

at Reception. 
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HAPpy Holiday Activity Programme - Summer 2021 

Services for Young People will be running an 
exciting programme of summer holiday activi-
ties for young people aged 12-16 during the 
summer 2021 school holidays. Free to young 
people eligible for benefits-related free 
school meals.  

 
Supporting young people's physical and 
mental health 
The activities focus on healthy lifestyles. 
Young people will have the opportunity to:  

 Take part in sports, dance, physical games  
   and team challenges 

 Meet and socialise with other young people  

 Join our fun and informal healthy lifestyles workshops on: 

 healthy food choices and cooking 

 emotional wellbeing and resilience 

 staying safe 

 healthy relationships 

 keeping active 

 smoking, drug and alcohol awareness 

 stress and sleep awareness 
 
Take part in activities such as:  

 The Eat Well Plate - get the five food categories in the right quantities 

 Sugar Cube Quiz - researching food packaging and nutritional information to reveal hid  
   den sugar content 

 Skipping Challenge - timed fitness challenge 

 Burning the Calories - comparing the impact of different types of physical activity 

 What Emoji? - considering current emotions 

 The Fizz Scale - considering stress levels and the impact they have 

 STOPP - mindfulness activity 

 Get a free healthy lunch every day 
 

The programmes will run for four hours a day, four days a week, for 1-4 weeks de-
pending on location. 

Young people will also find out about other services available to them in their area, 
including our term-time projects for young people. 
 

Get in touch with your local team now to reserve a place at a venue 
near you. 

Call: 01438 843340 

Text: 07860 065178 

Email: sfyp.stevenage@hertfords
hire.gov.uk 

mailto:sfyp.stevenage@hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:sfyp.stevenage@hertfordshire.gov.uk


Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA 

Tel: 01462 621200, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA 

Student of the Week 

Thought of the Month - June 


