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FEARNHILL SCHOOL 

5th February 2021 

Issue 571 

Fearnfile - out every two weeks! 

   

Cultural  

   Highlights! 

 
 

 

 

 

 This edition of Fearnfile has a dis-

tinctly cultural flavour. You will find a 

great collection of work done by our Year 

7 and 8 technology students on composi-

tion, shadow, reflection, close up and 

pattern. We are also reporting on our lit-

eracy work, with congratulations to all 

those students who have taken up the 

opportunity to do some extra reading 

during lockdown. This mirrors the nation-

al mood, as many more people have tak-

en up the habit! KS3 students in particular 

have been involved in online reading with 

Mrs Thurlby, Ms Cottenden and Mrs Mid-

dleton really successfully and they de-

serve our warmest congratulations, as do 

their parents and carers for the support 

they are giving. Our librarian, Mrs Hunt, 

has been asked to be on the selection 

panel for the BookTrust School Library 

Panel 2021 and we look forward to hear-

ing about that experience, as well as 

getting some good recommendations for 

reading! 

 Continuing the cultural theme, 

KS3 drama students have been learning 

about Shakespeare. They were recently 

asked by Mr Sheridan to produce some-

thing creative reflecting aspects of the 

plots or the theatres where the bard’s 

plays were first performed. This has led to 

CAKES being made in response. Personally 

I find there are few challenges that do not 

lend themselves to cake as a 

solution… See the pictures 

inside. 

 
  We are also offering important 

information about National Apprentice-

ship Week, where there are many op-

portunities for students to get involved. I 

would also like to draw your attention to 

our ‘Super Curriculum’ activities on the 

‘Fearnhill Flyers’ page of the website; if 

your child says they are bored with noth-

ing to do, there is plenty for them to get 

involved in to earn house points and en-

joy a challenge. 

  As we notice the season chang-

ing and signs of spring, we are looking 

ahead and hoping that we can bring stu-

dents back into school soon. Please do 

keep checking the Wednesday updates 

from me as the situation unfolds, and 

thank you as always for your support. 

  

  

 

 

 
 

Liz Ellis  
Headteacher 

 

Headteacher’s Message 

Half Term 

15thFebruary 

to 

19th February 
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Careers Corner 

Year 11 Post 16 Option Choices 
Information for Parents/Carers & Students  
 

It’s that time of year when our Year 11 students are having to make  
important decisions about their career paths after Year 11.  I am  
pleased to say that they are taking such an important decision-making process seriously and researching their 
options thoroughly before applying for courses and attending interviews.  
 

 There are many useful websites that can support you with career suggestions and matching your personality to 
a future career such as 
 

www.ychertfordshire.org.uk    www.startprofile.com    www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk   
  

It’s not too late to apply for College and you should be applying NOW.  Check your emails that you are sent with 
all the opportunities and open evenings that are coming up. 
  

Get looking, get thinking – it’s your future.   
 

Any questions please email me.  

 

National Apprenticeship Week 2021 

Here at Fearnhill School we are celebrating and 
taking part in National Apprenticeship Week. 
Emails have been and will continue to be sent out 
to you in the build-up to and during the week of 
8th-14th February for both students and parents/
carers to be aware of all the great opportunities 
out there for you to grasp!  

Just because you are not in school, does not mean 
you can’t make the most of the week and get ideas 
for your future pathway. With this year's theme 
being 'Build the future'-there is no time like the 
present to start building yours...  

To kick off NCW, we welcome you to join 
our virtual event on Monday 8th February 
at 11am with the University of Hertford-
shire, iSales Academy and Amazing Appren-
ticeships. 

Whether you’re a young person whose exploring what your next steps are or a parent/carer who is keen to find 
out more about what an apprenticeship can offer, this is the event for you. 
 

You’ll hear from… 
  Apprentices at MBDA and Ryall Marketing on what it’s like to be an apprentice and how it has influenced their  
    own personal career pathways. 
  Training providers University of Hertfordshire and iSales Academy on the wide range of apprenticeship levels  
     that are available and the skills that are needed to succeed. 
  Hertfordshire employer MBDA on the diversity of career options and what can be achieved. 
 

There will also be an opportunity to ask an expert line-up any questions you have during a Q&A session.  
 

To sign up for this free event, please register here. 

http://www.ychertfordshire.org.uk
http://www.startprofile.com
http://www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
https://www.hopinto.co.uk/apprenticeships-work-earn-learn/
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Year 9 Options Process 
 

The Year 9 students have begun the process of choosing their options for KS4. 
 

Students should check out the information available to them on www.ychertfordshire.org 
for further information and ideas.  
 

I hope the Year 9 Options Evening discussions during virtual form time and lessons has given students food for 
thought prior to the Year 9 Options Interviews on Wednesday 24th February.  All of the information provided is 
to help them make an informed decision re. their studies over the next 2 years at Fearnhill School. 
 

Any queries please email me.  

 Ms Balchin & Ms Charter 
Work Experience Team 

New Online Event for Year 10 & 11! 
 

We are excited to announce that Aspire Higher will be 
running a virtual event for Year 10 and Year 11 students 
on 25th February from 4-6:30pm titled Fantastic Subjects 
and Where to Find Them. 
 

This event will give students an insight into a wide range 
of different subjects available at university. Whether they 
are considering university or not, there will be some sur-
prising and interesting subjects they might not have heard 
of. Watch a selection of short videos, animations and 
online presentations from academics and students from 
universities across University of Bedfordshire, Hertford-
shire and Northampton. There will be a live chat where 
students and their parents can get their questions an-
swered by those who teach and students who are cur-
rently studying at university. 
This free event is open to students in Bedfordshire, 
Hertfordshire and Northamptonshire.  
       

Students can sign up here:   
       

Keep an eye on twitter and Instagram in the coming 
weeks to meet some of our Student Ambassadors who 
will be taking part in the event!  

Wellbeing Advice & Support - Starting 
University in 2021  
 

Follow the links to enjoy some Vlogs from current 
students at Swansea University - sharing their ex-
periences of studying during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, advice on wellbeing and mental health during 
lockdown, as well as work placement insights in the 
current environment. 

Supporting Your  
Mental Health at Uni  
 

 

 

 

Study Advice During 
the Pandemic  
 

 

 

 

 
Work Placement:  
A Day in the Life  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=O9-hFFaAb40&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=2rr-ZqC1tk4&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=_3mNcLjZcdw 

Important Dates for your Diary 
Year 10 Virtual Work Experience dates to 

be confirmed.  The experience will take place 

through webinars and activities aimed at the 

world of work.  We hope to deliver this during 

lessons when students are back in school so more 

information will follow as to when this may be. 

Watch this space! 

https://www.ychertfordshire.org/
https://aspire-higher.co.uk/events/fantastic-subjects-and-where-to-find-them-year-10-11/
https://twitter.com/AspireHigherNet
https://www.instagram.com/aspire_higher_he/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9-hFFaAb40&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9-hFFaAb40&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rr-ZqC1tk4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rr-ZqC1tk4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3mNcLjZcdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3mNcLjZcdw
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Performing & Expressive Arts 

Students of the Month - January 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Month?  
Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular activities 
and you could find yourself nominated and crowned! 

Mrs Clifton 
Lead Teacher Art 

Mrs Landsman 
Lead Teacher  Music (Shared) 

Miss Straughn 
Head of PE 
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Read to Succeed 

Follow us on Twitter @FearnhillLib  

Email us at library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  
Mrs Hunt 

Head of Library 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

27th January was Holocaust Memorial Day in the UK.   
 

As well as established fiction set in those horrific 
times, such as John Boyne’s ‘Boy in the Striped Pyja-
mas’, Morris Gleitzman’s ‘Once’ series and Lucy 
Adlington’s ‘Red Ribbon’, there is a new book pub-
lished this year: Keren David's ‘What We're Scared Of’ 
which tells the story of how anti-Semitism manifests 
itself amongst a group of South London teenagers.   
Aimed at readers aged 11+ and just 150 pages in 

length, it is essential reading for those who mistaken-

ly believe such hatred is solely in the past.  As the au-

thor said in an interview in The Times newspaper last 

month, “Anti-Semitism never goes away, it just mu-

tates”. 

Presidential Inauguration Poem 

Further to Ms Ellis’ assembly on 25 January, you can read and listen to 
the poem written and recited by 22-year-old National Youth Laureate, 
Amanda Gorman, here . 

BookTrust School Library Pack Selection Panel 

I am thrilled to be accepted onto the selection panel for the Book-
Trust School Library Panel 2021.   The panel include teachers, 
school librarians, booksellers and other book experts.  
 
It will involve me reading 18-20 books over a two-month period. The books will be a mixture of both full-length 
and shorter young teen novels, non-fiction titles and graphic novels. 
 
The very best of those books will be sent out to state schools, free of charge, in December 2021. 
BookTrust is the UK’s leading reading charity, supporting and developing children’s love for reading. 

https://twitter.com/FearnhillLib
mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-election-2020/amanda-gorman-poem-transcript-inauguration-b1790356.html
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Technology Department News 

Charlie Markarian 

Evelyn Dunn 

Emily Lunn 
Alfie Pitt 

Chloe Green 

Eden Hawkins 

Maisie Kinnersley 

Grace Wade 

Experimenting with Photography 

In Technology we have been asking Year 7 and 8 students to think about composition, shadow, reflection, close 
up and pattern using photography as their tool for expression.  

The first task  set was to use utensils and basic cutlery as the subject and explore how you can set up an inter-
esting photograph with simple everyday objects.  Students were encouraged to edit and manipulate the photo-
graphs using editing software and hand in their favourite knife, fork and spoon photograph.  

We think you’ll agree we had some very creative results sent in from the students! 

The next focus for our students in 3D design was landscape photography and after the success of the still life cut-
lery outcomes we were so excited to see what the Year 7 and 8 students could produce.  Some have been highly 
edited to make interesting and exciting images and some have been well composed to display this area’s natural 
beauty.  

Alana Amores-Solis Michaela Paris Cameron McMahon Cheryl Ocran 
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Mrs Fullard 
Head of Technology 

Logan Sayer 

Dylan Griffiths 

Devon Budd 

Emily Padgett 

Madison Smith 

Brooke Turner 

Chloe Green 

Callum Pattison 

Callum Pattison 

Some of our Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 students took part in the Intermediate UK Maths 
Challenge this week.  It was run slightly differently to normal with students completing 
the challenge online.  In this challenge, students have the opportunity to put their logic 
and problem solving skills into practice.  
 

Well done to all the students that took part.  
 

 

I look forward to being able to share the results with you next half term.  

Maths Department News 

Miss Williams 
Head of Maths 

Well done everyone for your imaginative and skilled work.  
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English Department News 

KS4 English 

Year 10 students have started their new topic of ‘Fascinating Fiction’.  This week, their task has been to focus 

on creative writing skills in preparation for the GCSE English Language paper.  Lessons have focused on using 

pictures to spark imaginations.  Well, students certainly have vivid imaginations with murder mystery, spy, ghost 

and psychological thriller story ideas all derived from these pictures! 

Students’ stories will be published on the ‘Fearnhill Writers’ blog. Please take a look at fearnhillwrit-

ers.blogspot.com. Special mention to Keira H who was the first to submit her brilliant flashback fiction, ‘The 

Crash’. 

Year 11 have been working hard on their essay writing skills over the last couple of weeks; all 
students have been asked to submit their essays on ‘An Inspector Calls’ on the Google Classroom 
ready for teachers to give feedback and GCSE grades.  

This week, their new topic is non-fiction writing.  Students are practising their writing of newspa-

per opinion articles – we have been utilising the huge amount of recent controversial news sto-

ries in the media for inspiration.  This is Year 11’s chance to voice (or write!) their opinions on 

issues such as; should exams take place this year and when should schools open to all students? English teachers 

are looking forward to reading their structured arguments!  
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Lockdown Literacy 

Mrs Thurlby, Ms Cottenden and Mrs Middleton have be very impressed with the commitment shown by the 

literacy readers throughout lockdown. Reading intervention has continued remotely with KS3 students contin-

uing to build their reading skills with their teachers online.  A big thank you to all the parents and carers who 

have supported to help this continue to take place whilst students are at home. 

Students have been really enthusiastic to continue their reading journey and Mrs Thurlby and Ms Cottenden 
would like to give special mentions to the following: 

Lucas A, Taylor H, Alana AS, Elody S, Jessica S, Harlem S for their reading of ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. 

Jasroop, Samuel F, Amaya, Elle-May, Sophie W, Lewis M for their reading of ‘Skellig’ by David Almond 

Ruby 9Q, India 9Q for their reading of ‘Millions’ by Frank Cotrell Boyce 

Our superstar reader this term is Keegan.  He has been reading so much that Mrs Thurlby is struggling to keep 
up! 

Mrs Middleton would like to give a special mention to the following: 

Hayden for his reading of a book called 'Keep the Cat'. 
Summer for finishing 'Hanging Nate' and starting 'The Ice Lass'.  
Faith and Ruby-Mae for their reading of ‘The Magic Belt’ series. 
 
A huge well done to everyone for staying focussed on your reading during lockdown! 

Half-Term Reading – Get Involved! 

Over half-term, I will be running a daily 10 minute reading challenge for the whole of KS3 where you can earn 
house points for your form. 

Every morning, I will send you a google form with your daily reading challenge, Monday to Sunday. You don’t 
need anything except a phone, tablet or PC. 

Reading is power, but don’t take my word for it… 
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Drama Department News 

Baking Shakespeare! 

Key Stage 3 have been exploring some of Shakespeare’s plays for their drama lessons this term.  They were 
asked to produce something creative reflecting particular aspects of the plots or the theatres where the plays 
were first performed. 

We have enjoyed looking at the photographs sent in of some of the resulting wonderful cake creations!  In par-
ticular Dylan’s depiction of ‘Hamlet’ and Eden’s cake with Shakespeare himself sitting on top. 

Well done everyone.  We hope they taste as good as they look. 

Mr Sheridan  
Drama Teacher 

Dylan Griffiths  

Alfie Pit 

Amy Galvin 

Eden Hawkins 

Logan Sayer 

Today a reader, tomorrow a leader! 
Mrs Nunneley 

Head of English 



Mrs Burgess 
Student Support Co-ordinator 
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Please ensure that we have your current address, mobile phone 
number and email address.  Any updates can be sent to the Main 

Office.    Thank you.  

Fearnhill in the snow. 



Student of the Week 

Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA 

Tel: 01462 621200, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA 

Thought of the Month -  February  


