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Issue 569 

Fearnfile - out every two weeks! 

   

Welcome to 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 First of all I 

would like to wish everyone a safe, peace-

ful and hopeful 2021. Of course we are 

responding to a rapidly changing situation 

as the third national lockdown was an-

nounced on Monday. As a result we have 

spent this week making sure our remote 

learning and pastoral support systems 

for students are fully in place. I hope you 

and your children have managed to watch 

the daily assemblies we have broadcast 

on our YouTube channel, Fearnhill Live, as 

well as the subject YouTube channels we 

have in place. In particular, Mr Spencer’s 

assembly on Wednesday and Mr Marsh’s 

on Thursday have a close focus on the 

best way to learn and do well in the cur-

rent situation. We need to hear from par-

ents and students so that we can keep 

improving what we offer, so please do get 

in touch with your thoughts! Because the 

site is closed except to the children of 

critical workers or our vulnerable learn-

ers, the best way to contact us is via email 

on admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, so that 

we can direct your query effectively. 

 I wrote to everyone earlier this 

week with information about our provi-

sion in school, with the updated list of 

those who qualify as ‘critical workers’; 

please do check as we are very happy to 

welcome students in school, with our 

safety measures in place, if your work is 

on the list and it will help you keep your 

family safe and supported. 

We can offer part-time and 

flexible provision to suit 
  

 your hours, and it only has to be one 

critical worker in the household in order 

to qualify. We have been contacting you 

if we feel your child could benefit from 

being in school, but we know situations 

can change quickly so do get in touch. 

We are also focused on supporting ac-

cess to learning for all students with 

technology if there is an issue, either 

through the loan of a Chromebook or 

laptop, internet access at home or addi-

tional data for smartphones and other 

devices. Just let us know and we will 

help. 

 Inside this first Fearnfile of 2021, 

you can read about some top tips for 

working from home, as well as enjoying 

some pictures and reports from the 

Christmas events; the virtual concert, 

the Christmas lunch and our Christmas 

House Day. 

  We will stay in touch regularly 

and I would like to reassure everyone 

that the staff at Fearnhill will continue to 

respond to the challenge we are all fac-

ing with their usual commitment, deter-

mination and positive outlook. 

Thank you for your support and stay 

well. 

  

 

 
Liz Ellis  

Headteacher 
 

Headteacher’s Message 

Half Term 

 15-19 February 2021 
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  Ms Balchin  
Head of Careers, WRL & PSHE 

Careers Corner 

Top Tips for Working From Home 
 

As government guidelines state we are to return to on-line learning as 
we start the new year, it is important that you take the necessary 
steps to ensure you continue to maximize your learning potential. 

1) Stick to a daily routine 
By creating a consistent routine to accompany your learning, you are replicating your traditional learning envi-
ronment, whether that be your timetabled lessons or school opening hours, by planning out your day similarly 
to your usual learning programme, the feeling of negative change is reduced.  
 

2) Create a dedicated study area 
Replicate the study area that you are used to at school, by sitting upright on a desk or table space. A tidy work-
space leads to a tidy and clear mind to begin learning.  
 

3) Determine a study schedule 
Although you can't attend your usual lessons in person, the school are working hard to ensure all students are 
offered a virtual learning environment which enables them to do work for regular lessons, your teachers will be 
on-hand to ensure your learning is maximised throughout the home-learning period.  
 

4) Stay connected to your peers 
Stay connected! It's important that you stay connected with your school friends, fellow students and peers, just 
check in with them to make sure they are doing ok. It’s important to stick together and be kind.  
 

5) Have a positive mindset & stay focused 
Positivity is key - we appreciate that the past year has been a difficult period for our students, but we are proud 
of the dedication to learning that we have witnessed during challenging times, and you should be too!   There 
are many different ways that you can build a positive mindset, from maintaining a regular sleep schedule to tak-
ing time in the day to exercise or go for a walk, it's important that you are kind to yourself and ensure that you 
do not become overwhelmed.  
 

6) Turn off the TV and avoid any distractions 
Studying at home can be made increasingly more difficult when there are distractions within the house, from 
television to games consoles, mobile phones or just the company of others, it's easy to get distracted.  
With this in mind, it's important that you focus on what helps you when studying, some students enjoy listening 
to music, some enjoy working in silence, identify what your best learning environment is and take the necessary 
steps required to avoid any distractions to your learning.  
 

7) Eat and drink regularly 
Just as important as sleep and exercise, it's important you allocate yourself regular breaks to refuel with a hot 
drink, and take time to ensure you have a lunch break, similarly to what you would have at school.  
 

8) Treat and reward yourself for your hard work  
Just because you are at home doesn't mean you can't reward yourself for your learning, breaking up assignment 
work, revision, or other studying with deserving rewards helps keep you motivated, maintain a positive mindset 
and encourage you to continue working hard.  

Do you have any tips  or advice that aren't mentioned  above, that you feel would be beneficial to share with your 
peers?  If so please email admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk with ‘Top Tips for working from home’ in the subject bar.   



Page 3 F EA R NFI LE  

 

 

Students of the Month - December 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Month?  
Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular activities 
and you could find yourself nominated and crowned! 

Performing & Expressive Arts 

Miss Sraughn 
Head of PE 

Mrs Landsman 
Lead Teacher  Music (Shared) 

Mrs Clifton 
Lead Teacher Art 
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Music Department News 

To watch the show please 
click HERE. 

Virtual Christmas Concert 

On Thursday 17th December, Fearnhill School debuted its first ever Vir-

tual Christmas Concert.  It goes without saying that we have not been 

able to prepare a show or concert for a live audience as we would usu-

ally be doing at this time of year.  However, our students across all key 

stages have been working hard in music and drama and we felt it was 

important to celebrate their talents and achievements.  We also want-

ed to bring people a little bit if Christmas cheer.  The concert culminat-

ed in a staff rendition of  ‘Do they know it’s Christmas’, featuring some 

great 80s inspired looks and Mr Sheridan doing his best Bono impres-

sion.  This is still available to watch on our Facebook page along with 

the link to the concert – both will be sure to put a smile on your face.  

The concert was a huge success having been viewed over 1,000 times 

on YouTube already – please go to Fearnhill Live 

to watch it if you have not already. A big thanks go 

out to all the students who took part, it really 

helped lift the spirits of our Fearnhill Community 

and bring us together at this difficult time.  

The Stars of the 

Show! 

Year 8  

Amy P 

Tarun N 

Year 9  

Jude  

Rebekah  

Lily G  

Year 10  

Tia M  

Sarah M 

Archie S  

Danny S  

Lara P  

Mason H  

Joseph O  

Henry B  

Hussein H  

George W  

Year 11  

William M  

Dylan C  

Year 12  

Charlotte P  

Caitlin P  

Year 13  

Joshua K  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQD_I0Yogs0&feature=youtu.be
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Mrs Landsman, 
Lead Teacher Music (shared) 

At the end of last term our students enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch which was cooked for 

them by Mrs Hatch, our Catering Manager and her wonderful team.  Due to the social distancing 

restrictions  in place to keep everyone safe Years 9, 10 and 11 ate together, on Wednesday, 16th 

and Years 7 and 8 on Thursday, 17th.   The tables were set with tablecloths, drinks, cutlery and 

crackers, the tree was up  and Christmas songs were played.  Ms Ellis welcomed the students at the 

door and some of our teachers served them.  There was a real festive feeling in the dining room 

and everyone agreed the food was very tasty! 

Christmas Lunch Festivities 

Please follow us on Facebook or Twitter  

to find out what is going on in school. 

Congratulations! 

Well done to: 

William in Year 11 who has passed his grade 4 piano exam with 
a Merit. 

Tia in Year 10 who has passed her grade 4 singing exam with 
Distinction 



F EA R NHI LL S CHOOL  Page 6 

Christmas House Day 2020 

Once again Fearnhill School students and staff came together on the last day of the autumn term to compete in 
one of Fearnhill’s famous House Days.  Instead of lessons staff organised a range of festive themed activities for 
the students to participate in.  This year however, staff had to take into consideration  the social distancing re-
strictions put in place to keep everyone safe.  Therefore, instead of the whole school coming together to compete 
in their houses students stayed with their teachers in their forms competing against the other forms in their year.   
 
The activities organised for them included creating a festive mask, a snow flake yarn, a festive Christmas house 
and a split pin Christmas bauble.  There was also a Christmas Quiz and a Minute to Win Christmas Challenge.   On 
top of all this there was a year group Christmas tree challenge!  Plenty to keep them busy on their last morning of 
the term.  Students worked together to gain points for their form.   The morning was a fantastic success and a 
great way for students to start the Christmas holidays! 
 
Special thanks to Mrs Fullard and Miss Bennett for organising the craft activities and to Mrs Brooks for the lovely 
photographs. 
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Are you pregnant or have a child under four?  

Did you know you could be missing out on free fruit and vegetables or milk worth 
at least £200 a year? If you are at least 10 weeks pregnant or have a child under 
four years old, and in receipt of certain benefits, you could be entitled to Healthy 
Start Vouchers worth £3.10 per child per week (£4.25 per week from April 2021), 
to spend on milk, plain fresh and frozen fruit and vegetables, and instant formula 
milk. You can also use them to buy certain pulses and canned fruit and vegetables. 
If you are entitled to Healthy Start Vouchers you will also get free vitamins de-
signed to help pregnant and breastfeeding women and growing children. Pregnant 
women and every child over one and under four years old can get one voucher 
every week. Children under one year old can get £6.20 per week. Some supermarkets are also reducing the cost 
of shopping by an extra £1 to those redeeming the Healthy Start Vouchers.  

Check your eligibility on http://www.gov.uk/healthy-start You can also use the benefit-checker on the County 
Council’s website, and access free information about benefits that you might be missing-out on – 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/benefits]www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/benefits 

Finance Department Information 

Mrs McCallion 
Finance Admin Assistant  



F EA R NHI LL S CHOOL  Page 8 

Read to Succeed 

Copyright Licencing Agency Education Platform 

Thank you to the Copyright Licencing Agency for sending us a gratis copy 
of WJEC and EDUQAS GCSE PE Revision Notes, for promoting their new 
Education Platform.   

The Education Platform can be used by staff to efficiently print and circu-

late up to 5% of content of books our school owns, in line with copyright 

rules.  This means that less time is spent standing at the copier. 

Book Tokens 

Thank you to Renaissance Learning for sending us book tokens for taking part in a survey about reading.  We 

look forward to awarding them to a student in the later in the year. 

Celebrity Authors and Children’s Literature 

An article in The Guardian last month explores the interesting question of whether children drawn into reading 

by a celebrity author, actually go on to read other works.  You can read the article and make up your own mind 

here . 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/dec/12/famous-first-words-how-celebrities-made-their-way-on-to-childrens-bookshelves
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Email us at library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

Follow us on Twitter @FearnhillLib  

 

 Mrs Hunt 
Head of Library 

Some Wise Words 

Firstly, an ‘on point’ Tweet from bestsetlling author Matt Haig… 

…and finally an extract from Steven Camden’s ‘Everthing at Once’, which was received as part of a gratis bundle 

from BookTrust, the children’s reading charity. 

Mrs Burgess 
Student Support Coordinator 

mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/FearnhillLib


Fearnhill School, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA 

Tel: 01462 621200, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA 

Thought of the Month-January 

Student of the Week                        Student of the Term     


