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 As we approach the end of term, 

we are all thinking about the difference in 

the way things are being done for Christ-

mas this year. As far as a Fearnhill Christ-

mas is concerned, we have tried to in-

clude as many traditional aspects as usu-

al. There will be a Christmas lunch, as well 

as a House Day with activities and compe-

titions between form groups on Friday 

18th.  This will be a non-uniform day to 

raise money for local charities. I hope you 

are able to make the most of the festive 

period and spend some time with your 

loved ones; 2021 will bring new challeng-

es but we have a great deal to feel proud 

of in terms of the way the community has 

held together through such difficult times. 

 This Fearnfile brings you updates 

on the teaching in geography, history and 

RE this term. Plenty of interesting topics 

covered! Was the Gunpowder Plot a set-

up? You can also hear about our great 

success in the Virtual District Cross Coun-

try trials; some really impressive perfor-

mances. Our new Sixth Form Prefect Body 

for 2021 is now in place after the selec-

tion process; read about it inside! You can 

also find out the full details of the Next 

Steps Day we held on 26th November. 

The Safer Schools initiative produces a 

regular newsletter, also included in this 

edition. 

 

 

 

   Finally, make sure you tune in 

for the Fearnhill Virtual Christmas Con-

cert on Thursday 17th December at 

6.30pm. There will be a link on the web-

site, as well as being able to tune in via 

our YouTube channel. There will be 

some stellar performances, as well as a 

possible staff item… all designed to get 

you in the festive mood! 

Thank you for all of your support during 

this challenging term, and I wish you a 

safe and peaceful Christmas and new 

year. 

 

  

 

 
Liz Ellis  

Headteacher 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Headteacher’s Message 

Term Ends 

 Friday, 18th December 

 The school will close for the Christ-
mas break at 12.00 noon on this 

day.  It will reopen for all students 
on  

Monday, 4th January 2021. 
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Year 11 16+ Options 
 

Students should be checking application deadlines ahead of them  
applying for their future courses in the new year.  
 

All Year 11 students should be completing their 16+ Your Future, Your 
Choice booklets prior to their interviews in January.  If students have misplaced their booklet they can get another 
one from the Careers Office for £1. 
 

Any questions please see me. 
 
We hope that all Year 11 students get the grades they are hoping for in their mock exams.  Happy Christmas!  

Year 10 Work Experience 
 

Year 10 students will be taking part in a virtual Work Experience in  March 2021.   
 

It’s not the same as going out to the work place but during these unprecedented times it is an insight into the 
world of work and will give students an idea of what to expect in the future.  

 

In preparation for this students are covering the following areas in he PSHE lessons: 
 

  Aims of WEX 
 

  Health & Safety in the work place  
 

  Job investigation and research 
 

  Application & Choices forms 
    

  What Employers Want 
 

  Why Go On WEX? 
 

  A Day in the Life of an Employee 

  Ms Balchin 
Head of  Careers, Work Related Learning  & PSHE 

  Ms Balchin & Ms Charter 
Careers Dept 

Year 9 Options Process 
 

The Year 9 Options process begins in January and a copy of the Year 9 Options booklet can be 
found on the school website from the start of next week.  The link for this will be emailed to 
parents/carers explaining the process and how students go about choosing their KS4 options. 
 

This is a very important time for Year 9 as they prepare for their change of key stage and the 
options available to them.  They need to choose carefully as they will be studying these exam 
subjects for 2 years. 
 

Important Date: 
Year 9 Options Evening - Wednesday 13th January 2021  
 
 

Any queries please see me.  
  Ms Balchin 

Head of  Careers, Work Related Learning  & PSHE 

Careers Corner 
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Performing & Expressive Arts 

Students of the Month - November 

Have you got what it takes to be Student of the Month?  
Try your best in all lessons and extra-curricular  
activities and you could find yourself nominated and 
crowned! 

Mrs Clifton 
Lead Teacher Art 

Mrs Landsman 
Lead Teacher  Music (Shared) 

Miss Sraughn 
Head of PE 
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Humanities Department News 

Mr  Fowler 
Head of Humanities 

What’s Been Going in Geography? 

This second half term has seen the Year 11 geography students complete their 
module investigating the UK's evolving human landscapes studying the changes 
to UK's jobs structure and population. The unit required the students to take an 
in depth look at the challenges and opportunities facing London and Cornwall.  

The Year 10s have made great progress completing their first unit of hazardous environments and are now stud-
ying the causes and consequences of global inequality and potential development solutions.  

Year 9 students have now completed their study into population and now are investigating plate tectonics gain-
ing an insight into the impacts of volcanoes and earthquakes and considering how we can manage these impacts 
to reduce death and destruction.  

The Year 8 students have segued from global development into the topic of trade and how it continues to 
change and adapt. The Year 8s are realising the importance of globalisation and the many positive but also nega-
tive impacts of it.  

Lastly the Year 7 students are studying Food and Farming - trying to consider the very real and challenging ques-
tion of how we are managing to feed a global population of 8 billion on less land and we will continue to do this 
in the future when the global population tops 10 billion towards the end of this century!  

In History this Term 

Year 11 have been so resilient this term and are stonking their way through Germany 
1890-1945, with a break for revision for mocks. Those self-isolating are asking for work 
and fitting in nicely upon return. Next term, we continue with Germany, then complete 
a revision of Health and the People, our lockdown unit, Conflict and Tension and Germa-
ny, in preparation for their upcoming GCSE.  

Year 10 tucked in to their GCSE with gusto in July and have continued to work brilliantly on their first GCSE unit- 
Health and the People. Once this sizeable topic has been completed, we will be moving on to Conflict and Ten-
sion, a study of European tensions between 1918-1939.  

Year 9's focus this term has been on World War 1, with an investigation into the build up to war, trench life and 
an assessment on the Battle of the Somme. Year 9 were set a competition about trench life, through the eyes of 
a serving soldier. They are completing 'Trench Diaries' which tell individual stories of each man's experience 
(and nurses, women), with creative license as to how they create them.  

Year 8 are moving along nicely through the Tudors, examining the reigns of Henry VIII and his descendants- Ed-
ward VI, Bloody Mary and Elizabeth I. We are now investigating the Stuarts, including the mystery of the Gun-
powder Plot and religious violence of the English Civil War.  

Year 7 have started their Secondary School journey by beginning at 1066 and an investigation into Historical 
Skills. After completing an assessment on 'How Harold Died', we are now exploring the amazing story of castles! 
Our next stop is to investigate life in the Medieval era.  

Ms Fordyce 
Teacher of History 
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RE – What Would you do?  

Year 8 have been discussing the different types of ethics and looking at how they link to the 
Christian religion. This has sparked some very interesting and mature discussions about 
how they would react to different situations.  

What would you do if you could save five people from a train crash or just one?  

What about if the one person was from your family or had the cure to cancer?  

Year 9 have been looking at issues of life and death, finding out about when life begins and what are the reli-
gious views about the ending of life. This again has developed some very thought provoking discussions allowing 
us to realise that everyone has, at times, very different opinions on the start and end of someone’s life.  

Year 7 have been looking at the different types of religious symbols and discussing the meaning behind each 
one, saying what they think the relevance of each symbol is. 

Ms Moran 
Teacher of RE and Music 

PE Department News 

Virtual District Cross Country Results 

The results from the Virtual Cross Country this year are back and I am pleased 
to announce that our Year 10 boys came 3rd with a total of 68 Points and Madi-
son Grant (11R) came FIRST in the district with a time of 15.10!  

Year 10 Team  

Shar-jeanne Ancell- Torindo- 8.02  
Leo Jaszewski- 8-11  
Josh Howard- 8.42  
Kayne Collins- 8.44  

An outstanding effort from all our competitors!   Well done. 
Miss Straughn 

Head of PE 

Please keep an eye on our website for letters.  

We do send letters home via Schoolcomms or, if necessary, with the students but cop-
ies are usually put onto the website too. 

http://www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/parents/letters/ 

http://www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/parents/


F EA R NHI LL S CHOOL  Page 6 

Read to Succeed 

Follow us on Twitter @FearnhillLib  

Email us at library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

Mrs Hunt 
Head of Library 

Book Trust School Library Pack 

 
The free BookTrust School Library Pack for 2020-21 has arrived!  BookTrust is 
the UK’s largest reading charity, and these books have been selected by school 
librarians and other book experts. 
 
The pack includes future classics, books for reluctant readers and non-fiction titles too, so there is something for 
all our students to enjoy.   

Books on TV over Christmas 
 
You can access a guide to film adaptations of books on TV over the Xmas period, as collat-
ed by a School Librarian, here .  

From the 2020 remake of ‘David Copperfield’ and 2019’s ‘Little Women’, to the creepy 
animation of ‘Coraline’ and feel-good ‘Paddington 2’, there is something for everyone.   
 
Enjoy planning your festive reading and viewing. 

Literary Gifts 

 
If you are seeking to buy last minute bookish presents for the people in your life, here is a selection of some the 
best, and quirkiest: 

Book Bauble £6  
from John Lewis  

Personalise gift cards at  
National Book Tokens 

A whole host of random items emblazoned with  
all things bookish at the  Literary Gift Company  

You can also donate £10 to give a spe-
cial book to a vulnerable child by sup-
porting the Christmas appeal from 
BookTrust .  

https://twitter.com/FearnhillLib
mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
https://heartoftheschool.edublogs.org/files/2020/12/Christmas-TV-2020-21-1.pdf
https://www.johnlewis.com/john-lewis-partners-bloomsbury-stack-of-books-bauble-multi/p4981100
https://giftcards.nationalbooktokens.com/browse?c=22&t=Christmas+Gift+Cards&utm_source=ecommerce&utm_medium=email&utm_content=buy-pgc&utm_campaign=20201119_pgc-2020
https://www.theliterarygiftcompany.com/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/support-us/give-ten-pounds-today-and-bring-joy-to-a-vulnerable-child-this-christmas/
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Mr Turner 
Head of KS3 

KS3 News 

Next Steps Day 

This half term Year 7 and 8 students have been introduced to some new behaviour strategies that have been 
embedded within all their lessons. We have already seen a large improvement in the learning that can take 
place when these strategies are used. These strategies will help students learn as well as provide skills to aid 
their conduct throughout school and their lives. Please do discuss at home and ask if you have any questions? 

We were really impressed with the enthusiasm of students from all year groups for their work 
during Next Steps Day.  

The day started with two lessons where students were introduced to the Super Curriculum. Stu-
dents have really been engaging with this and have already produced some excellent additional 
work.  

For the rest of the day, students embarked on a journey of reflection and aspiration specific to their groups 
start point. The students really engaged with reflective tasks. For example writing a story of their time at prima-
ry school or writing a school report for themselves based on how they were during KS3. Why not give it a try?  

The main focus of the day had students focussing on their next steps. For example, students looked in to GCSE 
options, Post 16 choices, university courses and careers. Students really engaged with this process and we were 
witness to some fantastic conversations about our students future choices. Students were able to consider how 
the choices they make today will impact the choices available for them tomorrow. We also had the exciting op-
portunity to hear about the journey of staff members, ex students and current students which offered excellent 
insight to different education and career pathways as well as the comforting reassurance that not everything 
has to fully decided for their futures.  

A massive well done to students for their engagement and a huge thank you to the staff and 
students (both past and current) who shared their stories with us all. 

Mr Turner 
Head of KS3 
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Music Department News 

Mrs Landsman 
Lead Teacher Music (shared) 

It’s Christmas! 

Fearnhill staff and students warmly invite you to join us for our 
first ever virtual Christmas Concert.   As I’m sure you are all 
aware, performing to a live audience is still not an option at the 
moment. However, our students have still been working hard in 
the background practicing and rehearsing in music and drama 
and are proud to present this virtual concert for you all to enjoy.  

The concert will premiere on the Fearnhill Live YouTube channel 
from 6:30pm on Thursday 17th December. If you haven’t already, 
subscribing to the channel will give you alerts and direct you to 
the link on the day. Alternatively, there will be a link that ap-
pears on the Fearnhill School website on Thursday evening 
which will take you to the YouTube page. The concert will re-
main on YouTube for a while so if you are unable to watch it on 
the night, be sure to catch up when you can.  

There are a variety of acts from across the year groups and one 
or two staff appearances as well! Some students are debuting 
pieces that they are working on that contribute towards their 
GCSE or A-level courses, whilst some students bring you Christ-
mas numbers to get you in the festive mood.  

We hope you enjoy the concert and we look forward to being 
able to perform live to you again as soon as it is safe.  

Sixth Form Department News 

Sixth Form Prefect Body 

We are delighted to announce that our new Sixth Form Prefect Body has been nominated and consists of the fol-
lowing pupils: 

 Riya Mann & Kiera Parkhouse – Head Students 

 Emily Woods & Silvio Madueke – Deputy Head Students 

 Charlotte Pryke, Rhys Matta, Michal Stadnicki, Ellie Hill – Heads of House 

These are important roles within the student community as prefects have many responsibilities including; taking 
a leadership role at school council, representing the school at open evenings, supporting and leading on House 
Days and organising fundraising activities.  

“We are thrilled to have been chosen as the next head students and are looking forward to working with this 
year’s prefect body. Congratulations to the new prefects for putting themselves forward for these roles. We’re 
confident that together we will make a successful and memorable team who are committed to bringing positive 
change to the school!” Riya & Kiera 

Mrs Page 
Admin Assistant to the Sixth Form 
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Thanks 

Mrs Burgess  
Student Support Coordinator 

During the last few weeks,  donations including toys, toiletries and 
food items have been collected by the Salvation Army  to create 
Christmas parcels for local individuals and families in crisis.   The 
Christmas items were delivered by Mrs Burgess today to families in 
plenty of time for them to enjoy over the festive season.   

The Salvation Army is  extremely grateful to everyone who donated 

and asked us to pass on their thanks and to wish everyone a merry 

Christmas! 

Ms Fordyce also organised a  collection of unwanted winter cloth-

ing from staff and parents for The Salvation Army to distribute to 

the homeless and needy.  We had an amazing collection and Ms 

Fordyce would like to thank everyone who donated. 
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Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA 

Tel: 01462 621200, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA 

Student of the Week 

Thought of the Month—December 


