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FEARNHILL SCHOOL 

26th November 2020 

Issue 567 

Fearnfile - out every two weeks! 

Next Steps 

  

 

 This edition of Fearnfile is all 
about looking ahead and the next steps 
we all face, wherever we are in our jour-
ney. Today has been ‘Next Steps’ Day at 
Fearnhill, and everyone has been re-
flecting on where they will be in the fu-
ture; for every year group there is a focus, 
depending on their current stage. There 
will be a full report in our next edition. As 
we start our long weekend and think 
about Christmas, we have also put our 
minds to ways to celebrate Christmas at 
Fearnhill as safely and enjoyably as pos-
sible. I have written to everyone about 
that today; we are planning a virtual 
Christmas Concert (there is a poster in-
side), as well as Christmas lunch, House 
Day and charity fundraising. The tree is 
already up in our reception area! 

 Year 11 have had interviews with 

senior staff today, to support the options 

process they have started. They also now 

have their mock exam timetable, for the 

exams that will run from Monday 7th De-

cember. With the current uncertainty 

around the exams in 2021, it is clear that 

students need to make the best possible 

effort with these. There will be another 

set in March, as is our usual practice, and 

we are keen to ensure that students know 

where their learning gaps might be now, 

so that they can be addressed effectively. 

All students are being supported in their 

next steps by our Youth Connexions advis-

er and Ms Balchin; please get 

in touch if you have any ques-

tions. 

 Inside you can read about the 

GCSE Science in Action Day we held re-

cently, as well as what has been happen-

ing in GCSE Media Studies and English 

Literature lessons. How did Dickens por-

tray Britain in the 1840s? Does it seem 

familiar today? The Senior UK Maths 

Challenge results are also in, and there 

is a report on the recent Virtual District 

Cross Country competition. The library 

is busy as usual, with new additions to 

the collection and the Renaissance Lock-

down Learning Awards taking place vir-

tually this Friday. Mrs Hunt, our librarian, 

is attending these and we look forward 

to the results; Fearnhill has a history of 

success! 

 One gentle reminder to everyone; 

we expect all students to have a face-

mask with them in school and they 

must wear it if they are moving around 

the school outside their ‘zone’. Please 

can you ensure your child has a face 

mask with them at all times? We have a 

supply in school but these should be 

kept for emergencies only.  

 Finally, our mindfulness sessions 

on Mondays have generated some 

thoughts from students; we are all taking 

time to think more about what really 

matters and you can hear their views. 

Thank you for your support as always, 

 

 

Liz Ellis  
Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Message 

Term Ends 

 Friday, 18th December 

 The school will close for the Christ-
mas break at 12.00 noon m on this 

day.  It will reopen for all students on  

Monday, 4th January 2021. 
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Year 11 Next Steps Interviews 
 

All Year 11 students  have been interviewed by myself and the Senior 
Leadership staff this week.  This is to ensure they feel both supported 
and prepared for their next steps.    
 

The ‘Help Me Miss B!’ clinic is continuing to run throughout long registrations for Year 11 students in order to 
prepare them for life after Year 11.  Attendance has been high and students have been very positive in planning 
for their future. 

Careers Corner 

Year 11 Your Options at 16+ Booklets 
 

All Year 11 students will be working through the ‘Your options at 16+’ book-
lets during their PSHE lesson. Those students not wishing to stay on or go to 
Sixth Form still need to fill in their booklet as colleges will ask for a personal 
statement and or evidence of their achievements and plans when inviting 
them to interview.  This booklet is just that and will impress the interviewer 
if filled in neatly and fully and will also help them prepare for interviews. 
 

Students can (and should) choose more than one course to apply for.  In-
deed, they should be keeping all their options open at the moment.  If they 
apply for Sixth Form and a college course they can turn the one down that 
they don’t want when they get their results.  All of this is explained at the 
start of the booklet, but…!  Students wanting to apply for an apprentice-
ship MUST apply for a college course until an apprenticeship place is se-
cured. 
 

Students should be reminded that they can drop in and speak to Jo Bains - 
our YC Herts Advisor on Monday break-times in M2 in the Maths area or 
Ms Balchin during long reg in the Careers Office.  They can use this time to ask any questions they may have 
regarding what to do next year.  Students should sign up on the ‘Help Me Miss B’ sheet on the Careers Office 
door and an appointment will then be made to see them. 
 
One of the most important points to note is that students need to know their predicted grade/level in their final 
exam as they need to be realistic when making their choices for next year.  They should aim high in the hope that 
they will do as expected or better in their exams but also have a back-up plan in case things don’t work out so 
well.  Please stress the importance of their mocks and that these will be used as their predicted grades when ap-
plying for College/6th Form etc. 
 
If students lose their booklet it will be £1 to replace it!   

We are collecting used stamps  
For The Garden House Hospice 
 

If you have any then please send them in to school in 
an envelope for the attention of the Main Office 
 

We have made a number of deliveries already and the staff at 
the hospice are very grateful. 
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Year 10 Work Experience 
 

Unfortunately the Year 10 students will not have the opportunity to go out on Work Experience this academic 
year due to the current pandemic but we  are investigating other options for them in order to give them a taster 
of the world of work.  As with most plans this year, the students will miss out on physically going into the work-
place but we aim to give them the chance to prepare for, be involved in and feedback on what is likely to be a 
virtual work experience.  
  

We pride ourselves on our work experience successes over the years and the invaluable opportunity that serves 
to develop their employability skills. In whatever format work experience takes, it will continue to be an experi-
ence that opens the students eyes to the opportunities available, the skills required and participation in the 
event able to be added to their cv.  

Virtual Career Days 

I would like to draw all our 14-18 year old students to the following courses run by careerdays -  all of which can 
be done from the comfort of your own homes!  

CareerDays says, 'Students can learn all about their chosen professions in the morning and then take part in 
work experience in the afternoon. Every student ob-
tains a personalised certificate they can use in their 
applications and interviews to university.'  
 
The schedule is as follows: 
 

Law - Saturday 28th November  2020 
 

Dentistry - Sunday 29th November 2020 
 

Medicine - Saturday 5th December 2020 
 

Psychology - Saturday 5th December 2020 
 

Career Choices Day - Saturday 12th December 2020 
 

Aviation - Saturday 12th December 2020 
 

Business - Saturday 19th December 2020 
 

Performing Arts - Saturday 23rd January 2021 
 

Veterinary Medicine - Saturday 30h January 2021 
 

Students just need to visit www.careerdays.co.uk to enrol on any course. 

Open Events 

Any Year 12 or 13 students who might be 
interested in applying for 2021 or 2022... 

Watford FC Community Sport & Education 
Trust are hosting a virtual open day for their 
Foundation Degree in Football Development 
& Coaching next Monday 30th November at 
7pm. This degree is in partnership with Mid-
dlesex University and delivered jointly be-
tween the University and the Trust. Interest-
ed students can join by emailing:  
degree@watfordfc.com  

mailto:degree@watfordfc.com
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All Year 8-13 students have been emailed with details of this 
opportunity and it has been advertised during form time.   
A reminder that you need to register online to be involved. 
 

This is an exciting online event where young people, and their 
parents/carers, can meet the world-class employers on their 
doorstep and learn more about careers in science, technology, 
engineering, maths, and healthcare.  
The event aims to raise awareness of the opportunities for 
young people (aged 15-18) within their local area.  These are 
focused on the STEM sector champions represented by 

  Ms Balchin 
Head of  Careers, Work Related Learning & PSHE 

Data & Examinations Department 

Mrs Bremner 
Head of Data & Examinations  

We are always looking for ways to reduce our carbon footprint at Fearnhill School and 

we are pleased to announce that one area we making a positive change in is our Exam-

inations Department.  So, with immediate effect,  all student reports  will now be sent 

home electronically rather than posted.  Please therefore ensure that the school has 

your current email address.  Any changes to your email address can be made by either 

telephoning the main school office on 01462 621200 or emailing  ad-

min@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk.  If for any reason you are unable to receive electronic cop-

ies of your daughter's/son's report please email Mrs Bremner on:   

kerri.bremner10@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk.   
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Miss Straughn 
Head of PE 

PE Department News 

Virtual District X-Country 
 

During the weeks commencing 9th and 16th November, KS3 and 4 students took part in the annual cross-country 
event.  This year however, due to the current pandemic, the competition was virtual.  Runners missed out on the 
usual trip to Ridlins Stadium and instead competed on our very own school field.  During normal times this is al-
ways one of the more difficult competitions of the year, with many club runners competing for their schools 
across the district.  
 
The event proved very positive for students to display their talent and compete albeit in a very different way.  
Every student who took part showed great determination and positive attitude to the proceedings.  
 

As always, our competitors from Years 7-11 did themselves and the PE Department proud.  All students (unless 
absent or injured) competed per year group in lessons across the two weeks and the top performers were as fol-
lows:  
 

Name Form Time 

Ellody Starkie  7G 7.26 

Gracie Barker  7G 7.27 

Lucy Jones  7P 7.51 

Madeleline Coates  7P 8.32 

Vivian Pimental 8H 12.1 

Lana Alhamawi 8H 12.4 

Sian Lewis  8N 13 

Chiara Travaglione  8N  13 

Kacey Butler 9U 10.2 

Alana Starkie 9U 11.1 

Ella Brinkler 9U 11.1 

Amy Galvin 9U 11.4 

Natalia Fearon  10R 9.35 

Sarah Mavro 10Q 12.3 

Sydney Copping 10Q 14.1 

Lia Bovell  10U 14.1 

Madison Grant  11R 15:10 

Name Form Time 

George Jones  7N 6.03 

Finley Rayner 7N 6.02 

Dylan Griffiths  7H 7.22 

Luke Baldry 7P 7.4 

Harry Davis  8N 8.47 

Taylor Walker  8N 9.5 

Ashton Hart 8H 9.47 

Daniel Kitson  8N 10.1 

Harry Davis  8N 8.47 

Taylor Walker  8N 9.5 

Ashton Hart 8H 9.47 

Daniel Kitson  8N 10.1 

Shaj-jeanne Ancell- Torindo 10Q 8.02 

Leo Jaszewski 10U 8.11 

Josh Howard  10R 8.42 

Kayne Collins  10U 8.44 

Finley Warren 11R 16.1 
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  Miss Christie 
Second in English 

English Department News 

All term, 8G have been studying work by the author Benjamin Zephaniah. Last half term they read his novel 
‘Face’, and so far this half term they are halfway through ‘Teacher's Dead.’  Here are some lovely posters full of 
information about the author: 

Here are some of the students thoughts about the two books:  

"Out of the two books, I prefer ‘Teacher's Dead' because I really like the way that every page is more intense than 
the last and the way it makes you question every character."  Sophie BP  

"I love both books because they are very gory and detailed."  Chloe G  

"‘Face’ is a really good book but I prefer ‘Teacher's Dead’ because it's really dramatic and a lot more interesting."   
Charlie R  

Both books are available on the VLe (Virtual Reading Experience), so you can log in and read them at home!  

If you have any other suggestions of books you would like us to buy for the VLe, please let your English teacher 
know! 

Year 7 Mindfulness  

For the past few Mondays some of our Year 7s have 
been  given the opportunity to attend a mindfulness 
workshop delivered by Anne from The Letchworth 

Centre for Healthy Living.  The workshop aims to provide the students with a variety 
of skills which will be beneficial to their new setting here at Fearnhill.  Here are the 
thoughts of some of the students attending:  

“If you really want to change your life 
and open up opportunities, learning to 
practice mindfulness is one of the most 
dramatically effective things you can do ” 
Mental Health Foundation  

'It’s relaxing, I really enjoy it.' 
'I found it great fun.' 
'It’s very calming, I like the change and it helped me calm down on 
Mondays.'  
'The sessions are fun and relaxing.'  
'The workshop is so calming. I’ve put it into practice in class and 
because it’s so discrete no one knows I’m doing it.' 
'The skills I have learnt are useful in helping me to calm down. I get 
quite angry so, I go to my room and put in to practice what I’ve 
learnt and it calms me down.' 
'It’s really relaxing and it helps me to draw on my emotions.'  
'Mondays are now such fun and so peaceful.'  Mr Turner, Head of KS3 

Mrs Sobotie, Pastoral Care Coordinator 
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GCSE Media Studies 

GCSE Media Studies students have been studying film posters and film marketing this half term. They have been 
learning about the development of this media from the 1974 ‘The Man with the Golden Gun’ 
poster to the 2015 ‘Spectre’ poster. Lots of discussion has taken place 
when examining the way different gender and racial groups have been 
represented in the two posters! In preparation for the practical course-
work, students have been learning to use our new Adobe package by 
creating their own film posters using Photoshop and InDesign. Special 
mention must be given to Maddi and Anthony  who proved to be super 
stars and were able to support other students with using the Adobe 
packages. Well done to them!  

All students have made huge steps forward with learning how to use the 
new design packages and you can see some of their final results here:  

 

  Mrs Nunneley, Head of English and Media 
Mrs Tarbutton, English and Media Teacher 

GCSE English Literature  

Christmas has come early for Year 10 English students this year as we have been reading our set text for English 
Literature, ‘A Christmas Carol’. Students have been taken on a journey through the snowy streets of Victorian 
London, haunted by spirits and experienced time travel - all from the comfort of the classroom! Much discussion 
has been had about the way Dickens portrays society in Britain in the 1840s and how far it has (or hasn't!) 
changed today. Students have been given a workbook to guide them through their learning and they have been 
busy reading and annotating their text with important information. All English teachers have commented on how 
well this year group have worked this term and what a positive start to their GCSE they have made. Well done to 
all! 

Mrs Nunneley 
Head of English and Media 

Skye Casserly 

Lisa Alaba  

Hannah Kovacevic 
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Maths Department News  

  Miss Williams 
Head of Maths 

Senior UK Maths Challenge Results 

I am really pleased to announce the results of the Senior Maths Challenge 
that some of our Year 12 & 13 students took part in recently. This is a na-
tional challenge with only the top students in the country being awarded a 
certificate.  

Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded certifi-
cates:  

 Best in School  
 Eathan Coombes (Y12)  

 Silver Award  
 Eathan Coombes (Y12)  

  

Well done to those of you that also participated! 

Modern Foreign Languages Department News 

Miss Cordon 
Spanish Teacher 

Bronze Award  
Luke Garner (Y13)  
Josh King (Y13)  
Mary Chika (Y12)  
Rhys Matta (Y12)  

Year 7 Spanish students have been learning how to talk about their likes and 
dislikes, and what they do in their spare time.  We have ‘Student of the Lesson’ 
every lesson and also a ‘Student of the Month’. This month it was Brooke 
Turner - she is a hard-working student who always has her hand up to 
answer questions and use the Spanish language. Congratulations to 
Brooke!  Keep up the good work.  

 

Year 11 Spanish students have been learning all about the customs and festivals in Spain as well as preparing 
for their mock exams. They researched all about El día de Muertos in Mexico and how it is celebrated, prac-
tising their speaking skills by doing a presentation to the rest of the class.  
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Music Department News  

Mrs Landsman 
Lead Teacher Music (shared) 

We might not be able to do a proper concert or a show this year but we still want to celebrate the amazing tal-
ents of our Fearnhill Students and show you what we have been working on. Please support our first ever virtual 
Christmas concert on Thursday 17th December (6.30pm) and subscribe to the Fearnhill Live YouTube channel to 
be sure not to miss it!  
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Read to Succeed 

Lockdown Learning Awards 

We have been invited to the live ceremony of Renaissance’s Lockdown Learn-
ing Awards, which takes place online tomorrow, Friday 27 November 2020.   

The awards are to recognize educators that have been extra-creative by go-
ing above and beyond to motivate and encourage students despite the chal-
lenging and unique circumstances brought about by the global pandemic.   

Our nomination has been accepted and winners will be announced at the 
event – we will keep you posted if we win anything. 

New Additions to the Library Collection 

Any students or staff interested in borrowing the new additions to the Library collection below can 
email me at mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
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Email us at library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

Follow us on Twitter @FearnhillLib  
 

 Mrs Hunt 
Head of Library 

Chess on TV 

For our older students missing Chess Club, I recommend you 
checkout the Netflix mini-series The Queen’s Gambit. Based on the 
1983 novel of the same name by Walter Tevis, it tells the story of 
orphaned chess prodigy Beth Harmon and her quest to become 
the greatest chess player in the world. 

It features a ‘Chess Simul’ and some very chic couture.  Russian 
chess grandmaster Garry Kasparov acted as a consultant. 

NB: The seven episode series is rated certificate 15. 

A Place to Get Away From it All: 5 Ways School Libraries Support Student Well-being  

School libraries can play an important role in supporting students’ well-being.  An article by Margaret Kristin Mer-
ga, Senior Lecturer in Education, at Edith Cowan University, Australia, found that there are five ways they do this: 
1. They can be safe spaces. 
2. They provide resources for well-being. 
3. They help build digital health-literacy skills (young people have good digital literacy skills when it comes to 
searching for general information. But they have poor knowledge when it comes to evaluating the credibility of 
websites and health information.) 
4. They support reading for pleasure. 
5. They encourage healing through reading. 
 
Read the full article here  

66 Books Website 

Hertfordshire’s 66 Books Book Club now has a website.   

They have a wide range of children’s, adult, fiction and non-fiction titles at up 
to 70% off.   

Delivery is £2.95 or free for orders over £25 and you can search the website at  

https://bookclub.66books.co.uk/  

Perfect for Christmas presents! 

mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/FearnhillLib
https://theconversation.com/profiles/margaret-kristin-merga-155099
https://theconversation.com/profiles/margaret-kristin-merga-155099
https://theconversation.com/a-place-to-get-away-from-it-all-5-ways-school-libraries-support-student-well-being-145180
https://bookclub.66books.co.uk/
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Food Technology  

Wanted!   
Food Technology  would be extremely grateful for any unwanted plastic or tin containers 

with lids (sweet tubs, Tupperware, biscuit tins etc).  These are loaned to students to take 

their food home in if they have forgotten to bring a container to their lesson. 

Donations can be left at Reception. 

 

Don't forget to save all your sweet/biscuit tins over Christmas for Food Tech too! 

Educake News 

Since the last edition Fearnhill students have continued their excellent work on Educake. 
Over 44,000 questions have been answered in the last two weeks with Year 11 once 
again leading the way. Between them Year 11 have answered over 20,000 questions 
with an excellent accuracy rate of 65%. 

Once again there are notable individual success with Lily and Daniel in Year 11 answering 
1200 questions each. Lewis, Franciszec and Aaron in Year 10 lead the way in terms of accuracy, each getting 
over 90% of the questions answered correct. 

A final reminder before the mock exams to Year 11 to keep making use of Educake as part of you prepara-
tions. And just in case they were wondering, yes the revision homework will 
continue even over the Christmas holidays! 

Science Department News  

GCSE Science In Action!  

Some of our top scientists in Year 11 participated in a ‘Science In Action’ event on Thursday 
12th November, exploring several hot topics in science with experts in each field. The topics 
included astronomy and the Galaxy Zoo. For any budding astronomers among you the web-
site for this citizens science project is 
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/zookeeper/galaxy-zoo/.  

In addition, scientific innovations and research powering our futures were delved into with 
BBC science reporter Greg Foot and Lucy Eckersley from the Royal Veterinary College giving us 
insights into the challenges faced by conservationists and how they decide which animals to 
save. We saw some wacky medical demonstrations live on camera and went on a journey 
through history looking at the evolution of electricity as well as top tips for exam success and 
lots of ideas for careers in science.  

‘The day was incredibly enjoyable and engaging. Although there was no guarantee of being interested in every 
single part of the day, there was something for everyone who wished to pursue science further or just finds sci-
ence fascinating.  The parts that were for you, made it very worth your time.’  Daniel Lambley 

Miss Cotter 
Second in Science 

Mr Dewar 
Head of  Science 

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/zookeeper/galaxy-zoo/
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Fearnhill Flyers 

Last week we held our Fearnhill Flyers virtual in-
troduction evening for all our Fearnhill Flyers 
and their parents/guardians.  Ms Ellis welcomed 
everyone and Miss Corbishley explained the pro-
gramme and enrichment opportunities on offer to 
the students.  Also present was Pravahi Osman from 
Balliol College Oxford who spoke about the partner-
ship between Fearnhill and Balliol College and the 
specialist advice and support she and Oxford Univer-
sity provide.  The evening was rounded off with a 

Q&A session.  If you were unable to join us the entire presentation was 
recorded and you can watch it by clicking here. 

Tuesday, 17 November saw the first of our two virtual maths sessions 
for a small group of Year 8 students .  The session was run by  Dr Vicky 
Neale, Lecturer in Mathematics and Supernumerary Fellow at Balliol College 
Oxford.  Dr Neale introduced our Year 8 students to the wider world of mathematics 
outside of the classroom, helping them to see how they can begin to develop their 
understanding of and passion for the subject.  The session was a great success!  Here’s 
what Tarun Niranjanan had to say: 

 “I enjoyed the maths masterclass because I learnt new theories and  
 how numbers can be arranged into patterns with dots.” 

We’re grateful to Vicky for taking time out her busy schedule appearing on BBC Radio 4 and television, to deliver 
these sessions to our students.  The final session will be held on Tuesday, 1st December. 

Attention parents of KS4 
and KS5 students. It's not 
only your son/daughter who 

needs to prepare for their future at university - this is a stressful time for parents too! With 
this in mind, the brilliant MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) company 'Future Learn', to-
gether with the University of Reading, has put together this free 3-week course on supporting your child at this 
stage in their academic career. You’ll explore the application timeline and key decision dates, such as when to 
register, and the deadline for submitting personal statements. This course will also address common concerns 
such as what financial aid is available, and what support services your young person will have access to through-
out their time at university. I really can't recommend it enough, even if your son or daughter is still in Year 10 or 
11 - there's nothing like being prepared. Future Learn courses are all online, and require 2-3 hours a week. 
You'll get to chat online to other parents on the course too. Click this link here:  

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/guide-to-university-entry 

If you would like more support from the school on this, or if you'd like to be put in touch with other Fearnhill 
parents who are helping their children through the application process, regardless of what stage they're at, 
please contact anne.corbishley10@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk.  

Miss Corbishley 
English Teacher 

https://fearnhillhertssch-my.sharepoint.com/personal/anne_corbishley10_fearnhill_herts_sch_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fanne%5Fcorbishley10%5Ffearnhill%5Fherts%5Fsch%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FIntroduction%20Evening%20Zoom%20Meeting%20November%202
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/guide-to-university-entry
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Mrs Burgess 

Student Support Coordinator 



Page 15 F EA R NFI LE  



 

Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA 

Tel: 01462 621200, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA 

Student of the Week 

Thought of the Month—November 


