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We are now into that strange
time of the year when we are completely
focused on the ‘now’ of exams, the
‘looking back’ at our achievements and
‘looking ahead’ to the future! It’s a very
hectic period and challenging for everyone. I am delighted to report that the
Year 11 and 13 students taking exams
have responded extremely well, attending
warm up and revision sessions, supporting each other and approaching the
exams in exactly the right way. There is a
programme of intervention and support
available during the half term break; the
timetable is on the website. Thank you
also, as parents and visitors, for your patience as the reception area is kept as quiet as possible during this time.

Both Years 11 and 13 enjoyed the
Celebration of Achievement ceremony on
Friday 10th May. The guest speaker, Aaron Phipps, made a huge impression on
students and guests with his inspiring personal story and warmth in conversation
with them at the afternoon tea later. You
can read about it inside. On a less formal
note, Year 11 had their Leavers Assembly
the previous day, 9th May, where we have
the annual tradition of looking at photos
going back 5 years or more, remembering
great moments and laughing together.
The signed shirts and a few tears are part
of the experience!


Students have as always been
busy in many other areas. Year 10 have
been finding their own voice in some
recent work on persuasive writing, and
the new English department blog is now
up and running. In maths we are delighted to hear that Kavin Niranjanan progressed in the UK Maths Challenge to
join the high fliers and receive a certificate of merit – well done Kavin! Meanwhile, enjoying the warmer weather, the
House Rounders Tournament was a
great success. Photos and a full report
are inside this edition.

Finally, Year 6 students who are
joining us in September have been visiting for their interview with me and
touring the school. They are excited
about starting and it has been a real
pleasure to learn about their personal
interests and aspirations for secondary
school and beyond. There is a great deal
to look forward to!
Enjoy the half term break and thank you
as always for your support.

Liz Ellis
Headteacher

Half Term
Monday, 27th May
to
Friday, 31st May

Careers Corner
Year 10, Start Thinking Ahead!
As the Year 11s finalise their destinations for next
year, they make way for Year 10 to start investigating
their forthcoming opportunities. Yes – Year 10, you
need to start considering what educational path you
wish to pursue after Year 11 as you will be expected
to continue your education/work and training until
the age of 18.

Revision Tips
With exam season well underway the Year 11 students
are taking it all in their stride! They should use half
term wisely to rest and recuperate but use the following revision tips to make the most of their week and
prepare for the remainder of exams.
Plan your study time

Why not check out the Careers, Information & Guidance resources in the YC Library to start you off. Although the information in the boxes may look minimal,
the contents inside direct you to the most up to date
and user friendly careers information available.
Time flies – be prepared for your future…

A valuable incentive
Set goals & reward yourself once you have
achieved them

Internet Usage

Take advantage of time management apps to ensure
you are focusing on the subjects needed rather than
falling prey to internet distractions. These prevent
you from ‘accidently’ going on other websites and/or
logging onto social networking sites which could
defer your concentration

Research shows that repeating info aloud to
yourself is a powerful memory technique
because it engages multiple senses

Treat Yourself

Be sure to take adequate breaks

Although a helpful study tool, the internet can also
waste precious revision time

Rephrase & Repeat

To better anchor the concepts in your mind,
rephrase them in your own words. Many find
that writing down info has the same effect. Or,
support the brain’s love of colour by using
highlighters to increase retention and
comprehension

Schedule set study time for each exam subject

Exercise
Make time for exercise
Just 30 mins of cardiovascular activity spikes the brain’s production of “feel good” endorphins, which do everything from
improving memory to enhancing problem solving abilities.
Cardio can help reduce stress so don your
running shoes and give your brain a boost!

Eat Healthy & Drink Water
Studies show that what you eat can affect your performance
Refrain from skipping breakfast and eat - seek out highprotein foods. Drink lots of water to stay hydrated

To access the school
exams calendar
please visit our website
http://www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk/exam-timetable-summer-2019/
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Ms Balchin
Head of Careers, WRL & PSHCE

Staying Hydrated in School
 Students to bring in a (clear) bottle of water
(they are allowed to drink water in lessons)
 Water is available to purchase in the Canteen
(80p for large & 60p for small)
 Drinks are to be kept away from computers
 Energy and fizzy drinks are not allowed in school
 It is advised that students drink plenty throughout the day, especially after sport and on hot
days!

Charity News - Moonwalk 2019
Mrs Cottenden, along with 10 friends, took part in the Moonwalk
2019. One of the friends in the group was diagnosed with two types
of breast cancer in April 2018. The treatment and service received was
amazing and she and her team wanted to give something back.
They have so far raised a staggering £10,325.43!
The money raised will go towards buying cold caps for use in hospitals.
This is an amazing piece of kit that potentially means patients can
keep their hair! It freezes hair follicles to -5.
If anyone wishes to donate to this fantastic cause to help others going
through this invasive treatment please follow the link:
https://moonwalklondon2019.everydayhero.com/uk/kee-s-bosom-buddies
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Year 11 and 13 Celebration of Achievement
On Friday, 10th May we held our Year 11 and 13 Celebration of Achievement. It was a wonderful occasion for students, teachers and parents
to reflect on all the achievements made this year and to formally celebrate them together.
We were extremely pleased to welcome Aaron Phipps, Paralympian
and member of the GB wheelchair rugby team, as the guest speaker.
Aaron has overcome many challenges and represents Great Britain regularly in the national team. He has also raised more than £250,000 for
charity and taken on many challenges, including climbing Mount Kilimanjaro unaided. He has been identified as one of the top 100 most influential people in the UK with a disability.
Aaron spoke to the students about his own personal journey and gave them advice on how to achieve and overcome challenges. His four key messages were : Set a Goal, Get Organised, Ask For Help and Work Hard. He presented certificates for outstanding achievements and attitude to learning in all subjects. Students were also
acknowledged for extracurricular commitments. The Lynne Monck Award was presented to Luchia Johnson.
Aaron then joined the students and their parents and staff for afternoon tea.
Headteacher Liz Ellis said: ’It is a huge privilege and pleasure to welcome Aaron to Fearnhill. His determination
and achievements at the highest international level in sport, as well as his personal approach to overcoming adversity and challenge, are an inspiration for all of us.’
Aaron told us: ‘It was a privilege to visit Fearnhill. I felt humbled by the achievements of the students and it was
great to talk to the parents and staff as well.’

Ms E Ellis
Headteacher
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English Department News
Word of the Week
Brusque was last week’s word of the week. This week it’s despot. Our students are
being encouraged to use these words in their writing and speaking here at Fearnhill.
It would be lovely if the words could be used in conversation at home too.

‘brusque’: (an adjective)
meaning quick and rude
in manner of speech.

‘despot’: (noun) A ruler or
other person who holds absolute power, typically one
who exercises it in a cruel or
oppressive way.

Year 10 Blog
Year 10 have started to compile an online magazine/blog. The blog will comprise a collection of opinion articles on a wide range of topics—from religion to
music; from social media to snow-flakes; from feminism to narcissism. Some
of these are controversial; some are designed to get you thinking; some are
intended to make you laugh. Whatever your reaction, we hope you enjoy! Do
take a look at it.
The address is: https://fearnhillyear10.blogspot.com/
Here’s a taster of what’s on there:

Fashion. It feels like a competition to keep up with trends rather than a way to express ourselves. Fashion is no longer about what you want to wear, it's about: What do you wear so you can't be judged?
It surprises me how much pressure there is on kids to have the latest and most popular clothes or brands.
Time after time my kids tell me they NEED the latest pair of Adidas trainers or Nike t-shirt. I struggle to understand how not having them makes you so different.
Furthermore, the rate and price of the ever-changing trends is ridiculous. How is my 11 year old son expected to keep up when they change every month? But (because of social media and other kids in school) I
am forced to regularly buy my kids new clothes; to save them the judgement at school.
So I think it's about time that brands like Adidas stopped using this to their advantage and began to think
about the well-being of young people in this generation.

Miss Corbishley
Second in English
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PE Department News
House Rounders Tournament
We've had another successful week of sporting competition here at Fearnhill. It's been great to see so many
Fearnhill students and staff attend the House Rounders Tournament, either to play or support. We look forward
to Sports Day where House Rounder's will be played again and the competition will continued!
A massive thank you to Charlotte Pryke, our Year 10 Sports Ambassador who has been brilliant attending all the
events this week, scoring and umpiring games.
We had some outstanding performances from:
Year 7- James H, Omer K, Wes T
Year 8- Ellis O, Lia B, Sarah M, Mia G, Lewis P and James B
Year 10- Year 10 Pearsall Team

Overall Scores of the Tournament

The winners by 1 point were... PEARSALL!!!!!

Miss Straughn
Teacher of PE
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Maths Department News
Well done Kavin!
Kavin, 11R recently took part in The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT)
Intermediate Maths Challenge. UKMT is a registered charity whose
aim is to advance the education of children and young people in
mathematics. The UKMT organises national mathematics competitions and other mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year
old UK school pupils.
After competing in the Intermediate UK Maths Challenge, Kavin was
invited to progress to the next round of the competition, 'The Pink
Kangaroo,' where the top 25% of the students who compete in this
next round receive a certificate of merit.
Kavin did fantastic and was awarded a certificate of merit.
We are very proud of him!

Miss Williams
Head of Maths

Uniform News
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Read to Succeed
3 New Word Millionaires
Congratulations to Year 9 Daniel who becomes our 6th word millionaire of the year, Year 7 Lily who becomes our
7th to reach this milestone, and Year 9 Kieron who becomes our 8th word millionaire.
A special shout out to Kieron as this is third year running he has achieved this status.
All will receive a certificate, postcard home and a ticket to our Accelerated Reader rewards party in July.
This is the highest number of students who have become word millionaires in the 3 years we have been running
the Accelerated Reader programme at Fearnhill.

National Book Tokens
Fearnhill school library needs you! Help us win £5,000 of National Book Tokens for our
school library - and get £100 for yourself! Enter the competition online, it only takes a minute: http://nbt.gift/schools

Manga Exhibition at the British Library
If you are looking for something to do
over half-term or the summer holidays,
the British Museum in London will be
presenting the largest exhibition of manga ever held outside of Japan.
Manga is a visual narrative art form that
has become a multimedia global phenomenon, telling stories with themes
from gender to adventure, in real or imagined worlds.
in Japan, Manga is immersive storytelling
through pictures, where images rule supreme.
Tickets are available on the British Library website:
Adults £19.50, under 16s free, with 2-for-1 tickets for
students on Fridays.
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How to Turn Your Kids into Bookworms
Last week’s Guardian newspaper featured an article how to turn your child
into a bookworm, with tips from the 10 children’s laureates. You can read
it at https://tinyurl.com/FHSBookWorm
Email us at library@fearnhill
Follow us on Twitter @FearnhillLib
Mrs R Hunt
Head of Library

Year 11 & 13 Half Term Intervention

Please follow us on Facebook or Twitter to find
out what is going on in school.
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Year 11 Leavers Assembly
For a couple of hours during the afternoon of Thursday, 6th May our Year 11s were allowed to forget their exams and have some fun. The exam tables in the hall were pushed to the back and the chairs put out for the students who gathered in the hall for their Year 11 Leavers Assembly.
There were speeches from Mr Wakeling and the Year 11 form tutors. The highlight though was the fantastic visual presentation put together by Mr Wakeling reminding the students of their time at Fearnhill. Staff and students then gathered in the canteen for refreshments and more shirt signing!
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Year 11 Prom
7.15pm—11pm
Friday, 28th June 2019
The Ballroom, The Broadway Hotel
Letchworth Garden City
Tickets £25 - available from the Pastoral Office or
the Finance Office

WANTED

Cooks Corner

From Year 11students

We need your old
school uniform and PE
kit!
After you have finished
your exams we would be
very grateful for your donations. These will be
used for lending out to
students.
Please leave your donations at Reception.
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Student of the Week

With the Summer sun making a welcome appearance what better time to make use of the wonderful facility
that is
LETCHWORTH OUTDOOR POOL
Opening on Saturday 25th May
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 7.00am – 6.30pm
Tuesday & Thursday 8.00am – 6.30pm
Weekends 8.30am – 6.00pm
Closing on Sunday 8th September
A great way to keep fit in a safe welcoming environment. Why not go along and see for yourself? Enjoy the
50m pool and spend time with friends – perfect. Even if the great British weather lets us down – don’t let it
put you off as the pool is heated & designed to brighten your day rain or shine!
Regular swimmers may benefit from the season ticket and books of ticket options which will save you money.
The Splash Café offers a variety of food and drinks to keep you fed and hydrated throughout your visit.
Customers can also purchase items from outside the pool in Norton Common.
More information and prices can be found in the leaflets on the school reception.
Miss Charter

Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA
Tel: 01462 621200, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA

