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 This edition of Fearnfile has a real 

summer feel. There have been lots of ac-

tivities over the past few weeks involving 

the natural world, with special mention of 

course to our media stars, the ducks. 

They have made it into The Comet, but 

other animals seem to be heading for us 

as well. We had a fox who got caught in a 

goal net (thanks to the RSPCA for releas-

ing it) and a crow that managed to fly into 

our student support centre; it was coaxed 

out and flew away unharmed. That is just 

one of the benefits of our lovely site – it is 

a haven for wildlife as well as people! 

 On a more serious note, a whole 

school review of Fearnhill was carried out 

on Tuesday 19th June. This involved a reg-

istered Ofsted inspector, Martin Brown 

(also head at Hitchin Boys’ School) spend-

ing the day with us, meeting with staff 

and students, visiting lessons and carrying 

out a ‘health check’ of all of our systems 

and student progress data. I am delighted 

to report that he described Fearnhill as 

‘lovely’ and praised ‘the clear sense of 

shared purpose and pride in the school’. 

Everyone should feel proud of what we 

are achieving here every day and it is 

good to have our work validated. 

  Inside you can read about the 

reward trips for Years 7 and 8, the re-

cent District Athletics event we attended 

and the Primary Athletics Champion-

ships that we held here on the Monday 

18th June.  Also, in keeping with the 

sporting theme, there are details of the 

Stevenage Race for Life and the Pruden-

tial Ride London and the Fearnhill staff 

who are giving up their Sundays to take 

part and raise money for Cancer Re-

search and Tommy’s.  

 

 We have new art on display in 

school, and the A Level Final Exhibition 

is also featured inside. Apart from ducks, 

we have also been in The Comet for our 

recent Chess Simul, where Fearnhill stu-

dents took on a former British champion 

on Friday 15th June. Our resident expert, 

Luke Garner, is off to Twickenham on 

Saturday 29th June to take part in the 

Gigafinal of the Delancy UK Schools Chal-

lenge; we wish him well! And of course, 

our fantastic dancers, Chephra, Marli-Su 

and Tia, are off to represent Great Brit-

ain in the International Dance Organisa-

tion’s Hip Hop and Electric Boogie Cham-

pionships in Bremerhaven, Germany this 

weekend. Go for it girls! 

 Finally, don’t forget to check out 
our updated Facebook page, where our 
recent video posts are attracting lots of 
attention. Please view, like, comment 
and share! https://www.facebook.com/
fearnhillschool/ 
 
Thanks as always for your support. 

 

 

 
Liz Ellis 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Message 

https://www.facebook.com/fearnhillschool/
https://www.facebook.com/fearnhillschool/
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Careers Corner 

Careers & Choices 
 

Before making decisions, you need to have a clear idea what you are 
looking for and what you would like to get out of the next move you 
make.  Finding out as much as you can about the available options and 
about jobs you are interested in, can help you make the best decisions 
for you. 
http://www.youthconnexions-hertfordshire.org/careers/careers-and-choices/ 

 
Careerometer 
Use the Careerometer to find out key facts about jobs you 
might be interested in. 
Enter a job title, you can compare two jobs at a time… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Any questions please see me. 
 

  Ms Balchin 
Head of Careers & WRL 

http://www.youthconnexions-hertfordshire.org/careers/careers-and-choices/


Page 3 F EA R NFI LE 

 

 

Humanities Faculty News 

7R—Jaden Shorrock 

7R— Harriet Wade 

7Q—Erin Bell 

7Q—Niah Erikson 

7U—Ella Dougherty 

7U—Adam Overton 

8Q— Ella Corne 

8Q—Betty McClumpha 

8Q—Daniel Lambley 

8Q—Louie Smith 

10Q—Bradley Norris 
10Q—Mia Cairney 
10Q—Luke Garner 
10Q—Hannah Macit 
10Q—Kayleigh Axford-Garner 
10U—Jake Hobbs 
10U—Summer Boar 
10U—Kavin Niranjanan 
10U—Kerry Maddox 
10R—Rio Southern 
10R—Caitlin Woodhall 

Excellence in Humanities Awards 

The Humanities Faculty is proud to announce it has just awarded its second round of badges for 'Excellence in 

Humanities'.  These were awarded not just for academic achievement but also for sustained effort. 

Well done to everyone. 

Ms Lindsay 
Head of Humanities 

Our mother duck and her family of eight ducklings are continuing to thrive at Fearnhill.  They  all seem very con-
tented spending their days pottering around one of the school’s small courtyard gardens.   The garden is over-
looked by the Library, Pastoral Office and a corridor so everyone in the school can keep an eye on them.  

Ms Lindsay, Head of Humanities says, ‘We have taken our duties as ‘duckling carers’ very seriously. This has in-
cluded researching on the internet and contacting the RSPB for advice. We expect the ducklings to be with us 
until about day 53 when they start to learn to fly. One of our caretakers, Mr Reed, has taken on the responsibil-
ity of providing them with the large amounts of water that they need every day - the very protective mother 
duck has only attacked him once!  Staff have provided the very best duckling crumbs for them and we think that 
they are probably the biggest ducklings of their age in the local area!   One of their big milestones has been 
learning to paddle in the  small ‘pond’ created for them by a member of our caring pastoral team.’ 

Mrs Ellis commented, ’Students and staff are enjoying watching them develop. They are getting lots of love and 
attention and are growing very well. Clearly they love living with us and feel they belong, which is what we are 
aiming for with every member of 
our school community!’ 

With thanks to  Mrs Thorn for the 
photographs and to The Comet for 
featuring our ducks: 

http://www.thecomet.net/news/
fearnhill-school-in-letchworth-
fosters-family-of-ducklings-1-
5568171 

9P—Ellie McClean 
9P—Keisha Cairney 
9H—Riya Mann 
9H—Caitlin Padfield 
9H—Dominik Robertson 
9H—Maegen Wilson 

Fearnhill’s Feathery Family 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjk1MfpzvHbAhUEyRQKHV-dCrIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fclapping-hands&psig=AOvVaw3605r_y0oRYlQb269s1miT&ust=1530112325980
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Year 7 Reward Trip 

As a reward to those Year 7 students whose ATL (attitude to learning) and behav-
iour had been consistently good over the past academic year a trip to Airspace in 
Stevenage was offered on Monday, 25th June.   The students had a wonderful time, 
taking part in a variety of activities including dodgeball, slam dunk basketball, giant 
airbag bouncing and free jumping.   

Visiting Airspace was one of the best things I’ve ever done!  It was so nice not having to worry 

about getting homework or sitting in lessons and stressing about whether I was going to get 

something right or wrong!  It was definitely a chill day.  Holly Vale  

I had so much fun at Airspace.  I really loved it and I thought it was such a great idea because it gave us a 

chance to spend lots of time having fun with our friends.  Ella Dougherty 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigv_ykl_HbAhWHchQKHXpSAAoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fncsyear72016.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F12%2F11%2Fend-of-year-reward-trip%2F&psig=AOvVaw0FxfjAFyJcTs9ndt1D68
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Year 8 Reward Trip 

The Year 8 reward trip to Airspace was incredible.  The place itself 

was amazing and I don’t think that anyone got bored of it for the en-

tire two hours we were there.  Most people joined in with games of 

dodgeball  (even Mr Turner) and there was plenty of space for every-

one to jump around.  I definitely would go back again!   

Daniel Lambley  

On Wednesday, 20th June, a reward trip was offered to those in Year 8 whose ATL 

(attitude to learning) and behaviour had been consistently good.  The students had a 

brilliant time even travelling by train to Stevenage!  

At 11am we ate some food and then began walking to the Letchworth train station.  

Luckily the weather was really warm.  Once we boarded the train everybody got into 

groups to sit with as we listened to music, talked and enjoyed the journey.  When we 

arrived, we walked to Airspace and put our bright orange socks on.  We watched the briefing and made our way 

to the trampolines.  There was so much to do: air bag, basket ball, dodgeball, freestyle, tumble track and perfor-

mance trampoline.  It was so much fun, everybody launched themselves onto trampolines. People were flying 

with flips and tricks and some of the teachers joined in.  Mr Marsh and Mr Turner even did frontlips on the tum-

ble track.  After two hours of bouncing, we all went to the freestyle arena to take photos.  Then we packed our 

stuff up and made our way to McDonalds for some food before getting the train back to Letchworth.             

Betsie Barnes 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigv_ykl_HbAhWHchQKHXpSAAoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fncsyear72016.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F12%2F11%2Fend-of-year-reward-trip%2F&psig=AOvVaw0FxfjAFyJcTs9ndt1D68
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PE News 

Primary Athletics Championships 2018 

Now in its third year, Fearnhill School was proud to be able to host the primary schools 
again for the Key Stage 2 Primary Athletics Championship on Monday, 18th June.  Schools 
taking part this year were Garden City Academy, Lordship, Norton St Nicholas and 
Stonehill.  Wilshere-Dacre was unable to attend, and having won it twice previously, the 
prize was up for grabs!    

Fearnhill’s Year 9 Sports Leaders worked incredibly hard in the build up to the event and 
were outstanding on the day. Their enthusiasm and energy levels were matched by their 
professionalism and organisation. All of the Year 5 students appeared to have a great 
day as they competed in a variety of sporting activities, including high jump, long jump, 
relay, hurdles and throwing. However, it was Garden City Academy who came out on top 
having posted a record score in the field events.  

This event is one of my favourites in the diary. It is always a pleasure to host the junior schools and work 
with the Year 5s.  It is also a key developmental milestone for our Sports Leaders coming to the end of Key 
Stage 3. The opportunity to lead such an event and put into practice all of the skills they have been working 
on, and see the event they helped to plan come to life, never fails to make for a wonderful afternoon.  Well 
done to everyone involved - we look forward to welcoming you back next year. 

Mrs Ellis commented, ‘ This occasion is a great way for students from different primary schools to meet and 
mix with secondary age students here. Great links are built up and everyone has a great day!’ 

Mr A Marsh 
Head of Performing & Expressive Arts 



District Athletics 2018 
 

This year’s District championships were, as usual, a pleasure to be a part of.  Our students always face difficult 
competition and yet always step up to the mark and give their all for the benefit of the team. 
  
Consequently we came away with a selection of medals in all colours and the Year 7 combined team was our best 
performing - 4th place overall in the district - an amazing achievement when you consider how small the year 
group is in comparison to all the others in the district.  In fact, we had many students achieving 4th place and 
therefore narrowly missing out on a medal.  This will hopefully spur them on to achieve a podium place next year. 
  
The PE department is immensely proud of each and every student who took part on the day as well as the athletes 
who have also competed on a weekly basis in the district league.  They have been a credit to themselves and the 
school. 
    
Many of our students ‘smashed’ their previous PBs (personal best) in the track and field events and should be 
rightly proud of their achievements.    
 
  Finley Warren 8R - 2nd in 300m   Sharj-eanne Ancell-Torindo 7Q - 1st in 200m 
  Year 7 Girls - 3rd in Relay 
  
  
It was a thoroughly enjoyable day for all involved with glorious weather.  As always, the students represented the 
school in an excellent manner, displayed a positive attitude and  supported each other throughout the day.  What 
a great way to round off the sporting calendar.   
  

A massive well done to all of you!  

  Mr Marsh & Ms Balchin 
Head of PE & 2nd in PE 
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Humanities Department News 

Ms Lindsay 
Head of Humanities 

Uniform News 

From September 2018 if students chose to wear a skirt to school it must be the new tartan 
skirt.  The skirt is available from School Trends at www.schooltrends.co.uk and The Uniform 
Monkeys at www.theuniformmonkeys.co.uk 

Both companies have an online service and both companies will be at Fearnhill at the Year 6 
Open Evening on Wednesday, 11th July.  All students and their parents are welcome to 
come into school to buy uniform on that date.  Further details will be available nearer the 
day.  

Mrs Lovell 
Deputy Headteacher 

They had names; they were not just a number 

This artwork was produced in our follow up from our experience from the 

Lessons from Auschwitz Project (LFA). As part of this project we visited 

Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. During our time at the seminars 

linked to this visit, we focused on the individuals, bystanders and perpetrators. This influenced our ‘Next 

Steps’ project as we wanted to make a statement that Auschwitz alone was not the Holocaust and there were 

more than 6 million victims of the Holocaust.  

 

We would appreciate it if you could take a second to look at least one of the names behind the board. These 

were all real names of victims and should be remembered.  

 

Artists:  Jodie Kitchener and Nicole Ford 

Lessons from Auschwitz 

The Lessons From Auschwitz scheme gives sixth form students the oppor-
tunity to visit the notorious death camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau and meet 
Holocaust survivors. This is part of an educational programme to inform 
students about prejudice and discrimination. Nicole and Jodie took part 
in the scheme for Fearnhill this year and they decided to share their ex-
periences by producing a piece of art which is on display in one of the 
school corridors. This has provoked some thoughtful responses from 
many of our students. Below you will see their work and their commen-
tary. 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2xP-qgszUAhXDbhQKHX7qDAgQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/schooltrendsltd&psig=AFQjCNGeqJXA0cZJkFSud-JYI26NQn9dxA&ust=1498034159170370
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Staff Heros! 

Stevenage Race for Life 

A few brave Fearnhill ladies are taking part in the Stevenage Race for Life on 
Sunday 8th of July to support Cancer Research.  Some of them will be run-
ning, some jogging, and some walking.   

The team would be extremely grateful for any donations, however small.   

Donations can be made via  https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/fearnhill-school .   They can also be 
brought into the school in a sealed envelope for the attention of Ms Wilson, Head of Science. 

Thank you for all your support. TEAM FEARNHILL  

Prudential Ride London 

Mr Griffiths, our Teacher of Humanities here at Fearnhill, will be completing the 
Prudential Ride London at the end of July.  This is the equivalent of the London 
Marathon for a cyclist and covers a distance of 100 miles (Olympic road race 
route). He has completed the event once before and is now in training for this sec-
ond attempt. 

Mr Griffiths is raising money for the charity Tommys : https://www.tommys.org/  

If you would like to see more of his story and possibly help him raise some money then please see the link fol-
lowing: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MarkGriffiths72  

Alternatively, donations can be brought into school in a 
sealed envelope for the attention of Mr Griffiths, Humanities 
Department. 

Sports Day 

Next week Fearnhill will be running its annual sports day competition. Each day different field events will take 
place at lunchtime, culminating with an action packed day of house competitions on Friday 6th July. 

On the Friday students are expected to turn up to school in their PE kit ready. They will be in lessons P1&2 
followed by a rounders tournament and host of athletic track events throughout the rest of the day. All stu-
dents are participating on the day and therefore need to be suitably dressed. I must emphasise this is NOT a 
non-uniform day and any student who comes into school in non-PE kit will not be able to participate in the 
day’s proceedings. If any students have an issue with their kit please write a note for them to bring to the PE 
department where kit will be provided. 

We are enjoying some beautiful weather at the moment so on the day it is essential students are prepared for 
hot weather and have sun cream, water and a hat with them. Water will be available throughout the day and 
we recommend students bring a water bottle that can be refilled.  We are greatly looking forward to what is 
always a very enjoyable day to celebrate the end of the academic year. 

PE Department 
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Read to Succeed 

Chess Simul 
 
We were delighted to host international chess master Paul Little-
wood in the Library last week, playing against 13 students at the 
same time.  The event is known as a Simul, where a strong player 
takes on numerous less experienced players at the same time. 
 
Mr Littlewood, who holds the title for British Chess Champion 1981, 
took on Year 10 Luke, Year 9s Aeden, Josh B and Khalil, Year 8s Josh G and Ray and Year 7s Liam, Harriet, Holly, 
Ellis, Henry, Gabriel and Lewis.  The students showed immense concentration as Mr Littlewood played 13 
games of chess simultaneously.  The final result: Mr Littlewood 13 : Students 0.  However, it was a superb effort 
from the students and a great learning experience as Mr Littlewood answered questions from them and gave 
them tips on strategy and technique.  Year 10 Luke won the first prize for best player at the event, followed by 
Year 7 Gabriel. 
 
Below is how the local paper covered the event in hard copy, and you can see more photos online at  
https://tinyurl.com/FHSCometSimul2018 : 

https://tinyurl.com/FHSCometSimul2018
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Please follow us on Twitter @FearnhillLib 
Mrs R Hunt 

Librarian and Learning Resource Manager 

Good Luck Luke! 
 
As mentioned in The Comet, tomorrow Saturday 1st July, Year 10 Luke, takes part in the Gigafinal of the 
Delancy UK Schools Challenge in Twickenham.   
 
Last month Luke was crowned the Hertfordshire Megafinal U15 Supremo for 2018 in the largest children’s 
chess tournament in the world.  This achievement puts Luke in the top 1000 juniors under 18 years of age in 
the UK.   
 
The winner of tomorrow’s event will be in the top 200 junior chess players in the country, who then go 
through to the National Terafinal.   

#AskNicolaMorgan Update 

Thank you to author Nicola Morgan for awarding our Year 8 
question: “What if Being Me, Excludes Me?”,  a Star Question, 
and sending us ‘The Teenage Guide to Friends’, which is anoth-
er of her wonderful books on teenage wellbeing as a prize. 

On her website she described our question as, ‘Really poignant 
and to the point’. You can see the full results of the competi-
tion at https://www.nicolamorgan.com/news/asknicolamorgan
-the-results/ 

Email us at library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk  

Year 10 Thomas 
drew this chess 
themed card as a 
thank you card for 
Mr Littlewood 

https://twitter.com/FearnhillLib
https://www.nicolamorgan.com/news/asknicolamorgan-the-results/
https://www.nicolamorgan.com/news/asknicolamorgan-the-results/
mailto:library@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk
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A Level Final Moderation/ Exhibition 

This week, the Year 13 Fine Art students exhibited their work for final examination. A great deal of thought and 
effort was put into how they wanted their  work curated which ranged from digital time lapse animations to 
installations and more traditional approaches such as oil painting. The work looked fabulous and was a fantastic 
representation of all the hard work, struggle and success that our students experienced over the past two 
years.  

Parents, family and friends  were invited to a private view on the evening following the moderation and it was 
wonderful to see so many attend. It was a great opportunity to share the work and success and to thank every-
one for their support and encouragement that was so important to our young artists. 

Congratulations to all involved. We would like to wish our students the very best for their results and their fu-
ture endeavours. 

 

Art Department News 

Mrs Cotton,  
Mrs Clifton,  

Miss Bennett 
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Thought of the Month - June 

Fearnhill School, Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4BA 

Tel: 01462 621200, Fax: 01462 621201, E-mail: admin@fearnhill.herts.sch.uk, Website: www.fearnhill.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Ms E Ellis MA 

Student of the Week 


